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Two Notable Toronto Priests 

 

 Toronto Archdiocese can boast many talented, dedicated and holy priests whose 

lives are now almost forgotten. It seems right to remember them and recall with gratitude 

their priesthood among us. 

 

 In 1923 a large two-volume work was published by the Dominion Publishing Co. 

in Toronto entitled “The Municipality of Toronto – a History”. It contains a number of 

items of interest to Catholics. In Vol. II we find “Biographical Sketches of Eminent 

Citizens”. Two priests are mentioned. Since the 1923 volumes are now rare it seems 

appropriate to reprint here the sketches of the lives of two of our priests. 

 

“Rev. Dean Harris, Litt.D. 

 

 In 1870 Dean Harris was ordained a priest of the Roman Catholic church, and in 

St.Michael’s Cathedral, Toronto, on June 10, 1920, hundreds of citizens, including men 

in his ecclesiastical position and in humble walks of life gathered about him in the 

celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. Three years later 

he passed away, and Toronto mourned the loss of an eminent citizen. 

 

 Rev. Dean Harris was born in Cork, Ireland, March 3, 1845, was brought to 

Canada by his parents at an early age, and died in St.Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, 

Ontario, March 5, 1923, at the age of seventy-eight years. He was educated at St. 

Michael’s College, Toronto, and later was a student at the College of the Propaganda, 

Rome, Italy, where in 1870 he was ordained to the priesthood. He also received the 

degree of Litt.D. from the Universities of Toronto, and Laval, and also was honored by 

the University of Ottawa. In the earliest years of his ministry he was rector of St. Adjala  

in Ontario. 

 

 In 1875 Rev. Dean Harris was made rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral, Toronto, 

and after a number of years there became dean of the Deanery of St. Catharines. He 

served as dean until ill health caused his resignation, then traveled extensively. He visited 

the Azores, Spain, Portugal, the West Indies, Mexico, Central America, and South 

America, where he explored the ancient Spanish ruins. Later he resided for a time in Salt 

Lake City, Utah, where he edited the “Intermountain Monthly”, and wrote a “History of 

the Catholic Church in Utah”. 

 

 Rev. Dean Harris was the author of several historical essays and also was author 

and publisher of “Days and Nights in the Tropics”. “By Path and Trail; a Book of 

Southern Travel”, and “The Catholic Church in the Niagara Peninsula”. In 1912, he 

returned to Toronto and accepted the chaplaincy of St.John’s Industrial School. Later he 

published “The Cross-bearers of the Sagueny”. In recognition of his valuable contribution 

to archaeological research Rev. Dean Harris, in 1919, was elected president  of the 

Ontario Archaeological Society”.  

 

“Rev. James B. Dollard. 



 

 Rev James B. Dollard is one of the most distinguished lyric poets of the day, 

whose residence in this country must be regarded as fortunate for the cause of Canadian 

letters, though he is not a native of this country. He was born in Kilkenny county, Ireland, 

on August 30, 1872, the son of Michael Dollard, a farmer and Anastasia (Quinn) Dollard. 

He was not without Canadian connections, however, since a great uncle, Bishop Dollard, 

of Fredericton, New Brunswick, had had a distinguished career in the Roman Catholic 

Church in this country. His early education was received in Kilkenny, and he later 

qualified for admission to the priesthood at the Grand Seminary, Montreal, Canada. He 

holds the scholastic degrees of Bachelor of Theology, Bachelor of Canon Law, and 

Doctor of Letters (Laval University). He was ordained as a priest in 1896, and his later 

years have been spent in the city of Toronto, where he is now parish priest of St. 

Monica’s Church, Forty-four Broadway avenue. Despite the duties of a hard-working 

clergyman, zealous for the welfare of his parish, he has employed his leisure in literary 

activity which has won him fame on both sides of the Atlantic. 

 

He has  published three volumes of poems and one book of short stories. His literary 

work is nearly all Irish in theme and inspiration, for he has never forgotten the happy 

days he spent as a lad in the beautiful isle that holds the enduring love of so many 

patriots, whose duties have called them far from its shores. The growth of his fame as a 

lyric poet is the more notable in that he is of modest, retiring nature and has never sought 

publicity of any kind. Irish legend and Irish scenery are woven by him into the most 

delicate and rhythmical verse, verse that is instinct with music and alive with lovely 

imagery.  

 

One tribute to him from the pen of the late Joyce Kilmer, himself a poet of distinction, 

and prior to his death with the American troops at Chateau Thierry, the literary critic of 

the “New York Times”, may be quoted. Of the poem “Fairy Anvils”, which appeared in 

the volume entitled, “Irish Lyrics and Ballads”, Kilmer wrote: “Here is some genuine 

Celtic magic-a beautiful blend of melody and fancy. It should be set to music-the words 

almost carry a tune with them- and sung by John McCormack”. The same tribute could 

be paid to many other lyrics by Father Dollard.  He is a member of the Poetry Society of 

America and of the Arts and Letters Club, Toronto”.  

 

 In his later years Father Dollard, as Msgr. Dollard, served as parish priest of Our 

Lady of Lourdes parish, Toronto.. He died on April 28, 1946. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Most Rev. Michael Power, D. D. 

 

First Bishop of Toronto 
 

 It seems appropriate to begin a series of biographical sketches with our first 

bishop, Michael Power. These notes are taken chiefly from “ The Jubilee Volume, 

Diocese of Toronto “, 1892.There are other sources, e.g. “Canada and its Provinces”, Vol. 

XI, Glasgow, Book & Co., Toronto, 1914. Bishop Power kept meticulous records, so our 

Toronto archives are replete with documentary evidence of his difficulties, dedication and 

zeal.  

 

 Michael Power was born at Halifax on October 17th, 1804, the son of a captain 

and owner of a vessel that sailed between Halifax and St. John’s, Newfoundland. When 

only 12 years of age, on the advice of Bishop Burke, he was sent to the Sulpician Junior 

Seminary in Montreal. He received most of his training in Montreal, but some of his 

theological education at the Seminary of Quebec.He was ordained for the service of 

Montreal Diocese on August 17, 1827, in his 23rd year. He served in several parishes with 

more and more responsibility, lastly at Laprairie, and while there was named Vicar 

General of Montreal. 

 

 In 1840, Bishop Macdonell of Kingston died and was succeeded by his 

coadjutor,Bishop Gaulin, who was in very poor health. Bishop Gaulin asked for a 

division of his immense diocese, which included all of Upper Canada, or the whole of 

what is now Ontario. He also asked for a coadjutor, and suggested Father Power. 

However, the latter was named bishop of a new diocese which would include all of Upper 

Canada east of Newcastle.The new diocese was created by Pope Gregory XVI on Dec. 

17, 1841. 

 

 It is interesting to note that Fr. Power was free to select his episcopal see. What 

wisdom he showed in selecting Toronto instead of,say, London or Hamilton or Oshawa! 

Toronto had become a city in 1834 and in 1841 had a population of 13,000 including 

3,000 Catholics. There was only one priest in the city, Fr. W. P. McDonagh, pastor of St. 

Paul’s parish. St. Paul’s Church became the temporary cathedral. In the whole diocese 

there were only nineteen priests. 

 

 Bishop Power was consecrated at Laprairie on May 8, 1842. The officiating 

bishop was Bishop Gaulin. The latter was with him when he arrived at Toronto Wharf on 

June 25th and was escorted by a large group to St. Paul’s.   

 

 As a first step towards the organization of the new diocese, Bishop Power called a 

Synod in October, 1842. Sixteen of his nineteen priests were there. The other three were  

impeded by illness or distance. It was preceded by a five-day retreat given by Fr. Peter 

Chapelle, S.J., recently stationed in Montreal. Two decisions of the Synod call for special 

mention.First, the diocese was dedicated to the Sacred Heart. Second, a college was to be 

set up at Sandwich which would be a center for Indian Missions. This did not materialize 



until after the death of Bishop Power.It was first under the Jesuit Fathers and then under 

the Basilian Fathers from France. 

 

 A major project of our first bishop was the erection of a suitable cathedral.There 

was a weekly penny collection for this purpose at St. Paul’s. After much deliberation, 

though some thought it too far from the city, a whole block of  land, a market garden, was 

purchased for 1800 Pounds.It was to be the site of the cathedral, the Palace, and Loretto 

Convent.Excavations began on April 7, 1845, when a large force of volunteer workers 

assembled with their teams of horses. Work progressed so rapidly that the cornerstone 

was blessed by the bishop on May 8th. Present were ten priests and a large gathering of 

the faithful. Concurrently, St. Michael’s Palace was built, and was blessed on Dec.7, 

1846. 

 

 Pope Gregory XVI died on June 9th 1846 and Pope Pius IX was elected on June 

16th, 1846. Bishop Power promulgated in Toronto the Jubilee proclaimed by the new 

pope on the occasion of his elevation to the papal Throne.  

 

 In January 1847 Bishop Power went to Europe in search of priests. He now had 

only 25 for his vast area. While in Ireland he was greatly disturbed at seeing the poor 

victims of the famine. It is said that upon his return he had a permanent look of sadness. 

 

 Then the effects of the Irish famine were seen in Toronto. Fever sheds were set up 

to take care of the victims dying of typhus. Over 800 died there. Bishop Power could 

muster only three or four priests to care for them. One night at midnight Bishop Power 

hastened to the sheds in answer to the call of a woman who was dying. The next day he 

felt symptoms of the dread disease. He died a few days later, on Oct. 1st, 1847. 

 

 The funeral mass was celebrated at St. Paul’s Church because there was yet no 

roof on the cathedral. In testimony of their love and respect thousands lined Queen St. as 

Bishop Power’s body was taken to St. Michael’s Cathedral, where it was interred in the 

crypt. 

 

 At one time there was an inscription in English directly over the spot in the crypt 

where a cement casing held Bishop Power’s remains. It was on the north side of the nave 

near the Blessed Virgin altar. It read: 

 

Underneath Lie the Remains of 

Most Rev. Dr. Michael Power 

Born in Halifax, N.S. 

Consecrated 

First Bishop of Toronto on the 8th of May, 1842 

He Laid Down His Life For His Flock On The 1st Of  October, 1847, 

Being The 42nd Year Of His Age. R.I.P. 

 

 

 



Father John James Hay 

First Toronto Priest 
 

 In “A Calendar of the Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons of the Archdiocese 

of Toronto”, compiled by Robert Joseph Scollard, C.S.B., 1981, there is this entry: “Hay, 

John James, b. 24 June 1818; ord. 21 May, 1842: d. 18 Feb. 1849. Father Hay was the 

first priest ordained for the service of the new Diocese of Toronto, established Dec. 17th,, 

1841. His short life of dedicated service is surely of interest to all Toronto priests. 

 

 From a number of sources we are able to put together a brief sketch of the life of 

this precursor to many hundreds of priests who have been ordained for this Diocese. 

 

 John James Hay was born in the County of Glengarry, the most eastern county of 

Ontario, son of William Hay and Elizabeth McDonnell. As a young man he attended St. 

Raphael’s Seminary, attached to the Church of St. Raphael in Glengarry. Other early 

students at St. Raphael’s were a Father George Hay, Father Michael Brennan of 

Belleville, and Father Edward Gordon of Hamilton. St. Raphael’s Seminary is now but 

history. St. Raphael’s Church is in ruins, but has been designated as an historical site. 

There is a group called “Friends of the Ruins of St. Raphael’s”. 

 

 J.J. Hay completed his studies at the Propaganda in Rome and the Grand 

Seminary in Montreal.. The newly appointed bishop of Toronto, Michael Power, 

appointed him as his secretary on May 9th, 1842. On May 21st of the same year he 

ordained him to the priesthood in Notre Dame Basilica, Montreal. Three other priests 

were ordained on this occasion, none of them for Toronto Diocese.  

 

 A day after his twenty-fourth birthday, on June 25th, 1842, young Father Hay 

arrived in Toronto with Bishop Power and both took up residence at St. Paul’s rectory, 

the only one in Toronto. St. Paul’s Church records have many proofs of his residence 

there. He was the recorder of the first Diocesan Synod, held at St. Paul’s in October of 

1842. In fact, nearly all the early records of Toronto Diocese are in his neat handwriting. 

Many letters of Bishop Power are co-signed J.J. Hay, Sec.. 

 

 Father Hay is listed among those present for the laying of the corner stone of St. 

Michael’s Cathedral on May 8th, 1845. He was probably present also for the blessing of 

St. Michael’s Palace on December 7th, 1846. It was in that year 1846 that he became the 

first Archdeacon of Toronto Diocese. 

 

 Early in 1847, Bishop Power went to Europe, hoping to raise funds for St. 

Michael’s Cathedral and looking for much-needed priests for Toronto Diocese. Before 

leaving he named two priests as Administrators: Archdeacon Hay and Father W. P. 

MacDonald, his Vicar General, who had come from Ireland in 1843.Bishop Power 

remained in Europe for nearly six months. 

 

 In 1847 over eight hundred Irish immigrants died of typhoid fever in Toronto.  



The dying were cared for spiritually by Bishop Power, Father Hay and the only other 

priest living in Toronto, Father Kirwin. Father Hay’s health was already precarious and 

he was not able to do much. Father Carroll was brought in from Niagara and Father John 

O’Reilly from Dundas. They were soon exhausted from tending the sick in the fever 

sheds, hospitals and homes and the bulk of the burden fell on Bishop Power, who died of 

typhus on October 1st, 1847 

 

 It was nearly three years before Bishop de Charbonnel came to Toronto to 

succeed Bishop Power. During much of this period Archdeacon Hay, although in 

deteriorating health, was the Administrator of the Diocese. He died on February 19th, 

1849, at the age of thirty. Until the arrival of Bishop de Charbonnel on September 21, 

1850, the Administrator was Very Rev. John Carroll. 

 

 The Golden Jubilee Volume of the Diocese of Toronto, published in 1892, gives 

this assessment of Father Hay: “Father Hay was a model priest, and his early death 

deprived the Diocese of one who had, to all appearances, a career of usefulness and 

distinction before him”. 

 

 Fittingly, when we realize that most future Toronto priests would be ordained in 

St. Michael’s Cathedral, Father John James Hay was interred in the underground crypt 

there. For many years there was a fine marble tablet marking the place of his burial. 

R.I.P. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bishop de Charbonnel 

 

Second Bishop of Toronto 
 

 Bishop Michael Power, first bishop of Toronto, died of typhus on October 1st, 

1847. The first choice of a bishop to succeed him was Fr. John Larkin, an English priest 

who had been a professor at the Grand Seminary in Montreal. In 1840 he severed his 

relations with the Sulpicians and became a Jesuit. The Bulls of his appointment were 

issued in 1848 but Fr. Larkin refused to accept them. 

 

 The second choice for Toronto was that great and holy churchman Armand 

Francis Marie, Comte de Charbonnel. He belonged to a distinguished family whose titles 

went back to the second crusade in the twelfth century. His father saved the two 

daughters of Louis XV, aunts of Louis XV1, by arranging their escape from France 

during the Revolution. 

 

 Bishop de Charbonnel had been trained at the Sulpician Seminary in Paris, and 

was ordained in 1825. He was for a time professor of Dogma and Holy Scripture at 

Lyons. In 1833 he prevented a riot at Lyons and was offered the Cross of the Legion of 

Honor, which he refused. He came to Montreal in 1839 and two years later went for a 

year to Baltimore to learn English. It is of interest that he gave the priests’ retreat in 

Toronto in 1845. During the typhus epidemic of 1847 he worked tirelessly among the 

sick and was stricken himself. He was at death’s door for some time. On his recovery he 

returned to France. 

 

 Bishop de Charbonnel was named bishop of Toronto on March 15, 1850. He went 

to Rome and begged the Holy Father to withdraw his appointment, but the Holy Father 

insisted and so he was consecrated bishop by Pope Pius IX on Trinity Sunday, May 26, 

1850, in the Sistine Chapel. 

 

 Arriving in Toronto on Sept. 21, 1850, Bishop de Charbonnel took formal 

possession of his See on the following Sunday. At that time there were 8000 Catholics in 

Toronto in a population of 30000. There were two Churches: St. Paul’s and the 

Cathedral, served by three priests: Frs. Carroll, Harkin and Fitzgerald. There was one 

religious community: the Sisters of Loretto. 

 

 Among the many problems he faced, the new bishop found that there was a heavy 

debt on St. Michael’s.  The cathedral was still largely unfurnished, with bare white walls 

and plain glass windows. The bishop retired one mortgage of over $10,000 with his 

personal funds, all he possessed. There was another debt of about $60,000. To help 

reduce this debt the bishop visited many places in Canada and the U.S. asking for help for 

the poor diocese of Toronto. 

 

 With great zeal and perseverance Bishop de Charbonnel laboured for the spiritual 

needs of the diocese. In 1851 he brought from Philadelphia four Sisters of St. Joseph, to 

take care of the orphans, the poor and the aged. He wrote in 1852 “These Sisters of 



charity have charge of 55 orphans, visit the sick and help the poor”. In 1856 began the 

building of the House of Providence. In 1851 also, he brought to Toronto four Christian 

Brothers to take charge of the Separate Schools. In 1852 he brought from France four 

Basilian Fathers, the mustard seed which was to develop into St. Michael’s College. 

 

 It can be truthfully said that we owe our Separate School system to Bishop de 

Charbonnel. He fought vigorously and persistently for justice for our Catholic schools. 

One injustice was that if there was even one Catholic teacher in a public school, the 

Separate School in that area was forced to close. Dr. Egerton Ryerson, Superintendent of 

Schools, predicted that by this means Catholic Schools in Upper Canada would cease to 

exist. Bishop de Charbonnel was instrumental in getting this injustice removed, but others 

remained. An interesting account of Bishop de Charbonnel’s crusade for Catholic 

education is a chapter entitled “The Growth of Separate Schools” in “The Municipality of 

Toronto, a History”, Vol. 2, The Dominion Publishing Co., Toronto, 1923. 

 

 Part of the immense burden on Bishop de Charbonnel was lifted when the diocese 

of London was created in 1855, and the diocese of Hamilton in 1856. 

 

 Long hoping to live a more contemplative life and believing that Toronto would 

be better served by a bishop whose first language was English, Bishop de Charbonnel felt 

his prayers and petitions were answered when Father John Joseph Lynch, President of the 

College of Holy Angels, Niagara Falls, was chosen and consecrated coadjutor on 

November 20, 1859. Bishop de Carbonnel resigned his See on April 26, 1860, and was 

named Bishop of Sozopolis. Shortly after he returned to France. 

 

 It is commonly thought that when he resigned as bishop of Toronto, Bishop de 

Charbonnel retired to a monastery for the rest of his life. One account reads: “Bishop de 

Charbonnel, who for many years had longed for the silence and tranquility of monastic 

life, tendered his resignation to Pius 1X and entered the austere Order of the Capuchins. 

He died, almost a nonagerian, in 1891”, ( Canada and Its Provinces”, Publishers’ 

Association of Canada, Ltd., 1914, Vol. X1, p.61). 

 

 The facts are somewhat different. The bishop entered the Capuchins and after his 

novitiate was sent to Lyons. There he was entrusted with the work of promoting the 

Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Later he was appointed Auxiliary to the Cardinal 

Archbishop of Lyons. He conducted more than fifty priest retreats, besides those to 

religious communities, missions in parishes, confirmations in six dioceses and 

ordinations in Lyons and Annonay. He represented his Archbishop at the first Vatican 

Council and while in Rome was named Archbishop of Sozopolis by Pope Leo XIII. 

 

 Archbishop de Charbonnel continued his active labours until he was 85. Then he 

devoted himself to prayer and to hearing confessions in the Capuchin monastery at Crest. 

The Golden Jubilee volume of Toronto Archdiocese gives this account of his death: “The 

end came and found him still at work. On Holy Saturday, when he had spent several 

hours in the confessional, he was taken ill. On the following day, Easter Sunday, March 

29, 1891, the soul of this venerable, saintly prelate passed to its reward for the long and 



useful life worn out in the glory of God and the salvation of his neighbour”. There at 

Crest he was buried in the monastery vault. 

 

 In Toronto, the Sisters of St. Joseph have not forgotten the founder of the House 

of Providence. In a corridor of the Providence Health Centre is a picture of their early  

Superiors who devoted their lives to the poor and disabled and aged. At the beginning of 

this group of venerable Sisters is a picture of Bishop de Charbonnel. We also ought to 

remember him, for all of us owe a debt of gratitude to this holy prelate. In the midst of all 

his problems in Toronto, he kept his peace and even spiritual joy. He wrote while in 

Toronto: “If I could laugh in English as well as I can in French, my gaiety would be 

excessive”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Most Rev. John Joseph Lynch, D.D. 

Third Bishop and first Archbishop of Toronto 

 
 In our first Toronto Archbishop we were singularly blessed. Archbishop Lynch 

deserves grateful remembrance. These brief notes are a tribute to a great and holy bishop. 

 

 John Joseph Lynch was born near Clones, County of Monaghan, Ireland, on 

February 16th, 1816. Early in life he had an intense desire to become a priest and to 

devote himself to missionary work. As a boy he was noted for his piety, his fidelity to the 

sacraments and devotion to the Blessed Virgin. After his early education in Ireland, he 

felt called to the Lazarist Order- the Congregation of Priests of the Missions. In 1837 he 

went to the Seminary of St. Lazare in Paris. On completion of his studies, although he 

begged to be sent to the Foreign Missions, he was ordered to return for work in Ireland. 

He was ordained at Maynooth in June of 1843 by Dr. Murray, Archbishop of Dublin. 

 

 In 1846 Bishop Odin, Vicar Apostolic of Texas, a Lazarist, went to Ireland 

searching for priests for his vast missionary territory. Father Lynch eagerly applied and 

his superiors reluctantly gave permission. In June of 1847, with one companion, Fr. 

Fitzgerald, also a Lazarist, he landed in New Orleans. They were assigned to Houston 

and were the first priests to be stationed in that area. Soon Fr. Fitzgerald was sent 

elsewhere and Fr. Lynch was left alone. 

 

 In 1847, after tireless missionary work in the whole area, travelling by horseback 

and sometimes sleeping in the open air, Fr. Lynch came down with a severe fever and 

was near death. After a period of partial recovery in Galveston and New Orleans, he was 

sent north in March of 1848 to a Lazarist College in Missouri, St. Mary of the Barrens. 

Here he regained his health and was named President of the College. He held that post for 

seven years, when he was again stricken by a fever and suffered a temporary partial 

paralysis. It was decided that he should go further north, to a place not ravaged by fever 

and ague. 

 

 It was just at this time that Fr. Lynch received an invitation from Bishop Timon of  

Buffalo to establish a church and seminary at Niagara Falls. Having received permission 

from his superiors, in 1855 he proceeded to his new appointment. He began the arduous 

task of building the Seminary of Our Lady of the Angels, situated at a fifteen minute 

drive from the Falls This institution was a great success. Of the total number of students 

in its first twenty-five years, about 300 became priests. 

 

 On a visit to the Irish College at Paris, Bishop de Charbonnel of Toronto learned 

of the good work of Fr.Lynch at the Seminary of Our Lady of the Angels. On returning to 

Toronto, he invited Fr. Lynch to preach a retreat to the St. Joseph Sisters in Toronto and 

to give a mission at St. Michael’s Cathedral. This was in the summer of 1858. The bishop 

was so impressed that he asked Pope Pius IX to appoint Fr. Lynch as his coadjutor. In 

September of 1859 Fr. Lynch received the bulls appointing him coadjutor bishop of 

Toronto with the right of succession. He loved the work he had been doing and it was 



after much prayer and misgivings that he accepted what were to him the dread 

responsibilities of the episcopate. 

 

 Father Lynch became Bishop Lynch in August of 1859, and upon the resignation 

of Bishop de Charbonnel, became Bishop of Toronto in April of 1860. At that time there 

were 43 churches in Toronto diocese, served by 22 secular priests and 4 Basilians. In 

1861 the number of Catholics was listed as 43, 971.  

 

 Here are some of the principal events during the administration of Bishop Lynch: 

 

1. Loretto Convent was established in 1862. 

2. St. Joseph’s Convent was established in 1863. 

3. St. Michael’s Cathedral tower and spire were completed in 1864. 

4. Loretta Abbey, Wellington Place, was extended in 1867.  

5. St. Nicholas Home was established in 1869. 

6. De La Salle Institute was established in 1871. 

7. The Convent of the Precious Blood was established in 1874. 

8. Magdalen Asylum was opened in 1875. 

9. Convents of St. Joseph were established in St. Catharines, Thorold, Barrie, 

and Oshawa. 

10. Forty-nine parishes were established and seventy priests were ordained for 

Toronto. 

 

Writing on the life of Archbishop Lynch in 1886, J. C. McKeown said: “From the 

day the mitre was placed on his head, he has never spent an idle hour”. 

 

 In 1870, when attending the Vatican Council, Bishop Lynch became Archbishop 

Lynch. Toronto became the Metropolitan See of Upper Canada, with Kingston, 

Hamilton, and London as suffragans. 

 

 In 1875 Archbishop Lynch presided at the first provincial council of Toronto. 

Among other regulations it drew up decrees for the erection of seminaries, created 

deaneries, and established the devotion of the Forty Hours Adoration. 

 

 Archbishop Lynch preached at St. Michael’s Cathedral on Sunday May 6th, 1888, 

and seemed in vigorous health.The next day , although feeling unwell, he left Toronto to 

attend a conference of priests at St. Catharines. On Wednesday he was urged to return to 

Toronto for medical help, but he insisted on going to Merritton on Thursday to fulfil a 

commitment to conduct confirmations. Immediately afterwards he returned to Toronto 

and a physician was called. The diagnosis was that he was dying of pneumonia. After 

receiving the last sacraments from his Auxiliary Bishop T. O’Mahony, he died early in 

the morning of May 12, 1888, aged 72.  

 

 An immense throng attended the Archbishop’s funeral mass on the Wednesday 

after his death. Cardinal Taschereau, who had been consecrated Archbishop of Quebec by 

Archbishop Lynch, officiated. Present also was the Archbishop of Montreal and many 



other bishops, priests and dignitaries. After mass the body of the Archbishop was laid to 

rest, as he had requested, in a plot on the cathedral’s north side. He had asked not to be 

interred in the cathedral crypt, but outside, in the hope that those who visited his grave     

might say a prayer for his soul. 

 

 About 1943, after I had said the 10 A.M. mass at St.Michael’s Cathedral one 

Sunday, a group of four or five came into the sacristy. They said they were from Ireland, 

were relatives of Archbishop Lynch, and would like to see his grave. I took them to the 

backyard and showed them the grave enclosed in an iron grating. It was overgrown with 

weeds, and in truth was a disgrace. I reported this visit to the rector, Fr. McQuillen. 

Shortly afterwards he had the grave properly groomed and I believe it has been properly 

tended ever since. 

 

 Perhaps, when or if we have the chance, we could pause at the grave of 

Archbishop Lynch to say a prayer as he requested. He was a truly great and holy 

missionary, seminary founder, bishop, and priest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Archbishop John Walsh, D.D. 

 

Fourth Bishop and Second Archbishop of Toronto 
 

 A great good gift of Ireland to Toronto was its second Archbishop, John Walsh, 

successor to Archbishop Lynch. He was born in the parish of Mooncoin, County 

Kilkenny, Ireland, on May 23rd, 1830. After philosophical studies at St. John’s College, 

Waterford, he felt called to the Missions, and left for Canada in April of 1852. He entered 

the Grand Seminary of Montreal as a student for the Diocese of Toronto. Archbishop de 

Charbonnel ordained him priest on November 1st, 1854, in St. Michael’s Cathedral. 

 

 At first Father Walsh was attached to no particular parish, but was sent where he 

was needed. In 1855 he was appointed to the Brock Mission on Lake Simcoe, where he 

was its first resident pastor. In 1857 he was named parish priest of St. Mary’s in Toronto 

and was chaplain to Loretto Convent. He became known for his zeal and genial 

personality and was considered a fine pulpit orator.  Shortly after Archbishop Lynch was 

consecrated in 1859, Father Walsh was appointed rector of St.Michael’s Cathedral. 

During the visit of the Prince of Wales to Toronto in 1860, the Orange Order tried to have 

all welcoming bodies pass under an arch dedicated to the glories of Orangeism. Father 

Walsh, appealing to Protestants and Catholics and the secretary of the Prince of Wales, 

organized a group of prominent citizens to request the cancellation of this plan. The 

appeal was successful and it was reported that “Orangeism received a blow from which it 

did not rally for years.” 

 

 On Easter Sunday of 1862, Father Walsh was named Vicar General of Toronto 

and the same year was reappointed pastor of St. Mary’s parish. In 1863 he attended the 

third Provincial Council of Quebec as theologian to Archbishop Lynch. After a trip to 

Ireland the next year he was busy inside and outside his parish. He preached at the 

blessing of the bell at St.Michael’s Cathedral in 1866 and at the laying of the cornerstone 

of the church at Guelph the same year. 

 

 In 1867 the bishop of Sandwich retired because of ill health and Father John 

Walsh was named his successor. His consecration took place on November 10th, 1867 in 

St. Michael’s Cathedral and his installation at Sandwich on November 14th.The following 

year he transferred the episcopal residence to London, where it had been previously. He 

was officially confirmed as second bishop of London on October 3rd, 1869. 

 

 For almost twenty years Bishop Walsh served as bishop of London. In three years 

he liquidated a large debt. He built churches, schools, and promoted priestly vocations. 

His tireless efforts undermined his health for a time, and he was unable to attend the 

Vatican Council of 1870. 

 

 Bishop Walsh wrote many fine pastoral letters, including an erudite treatise on the 

magisterial authority of the Church and a letter promoting devotion to the Sacred Heart. 

In 1875 Gladstone published a pamphlet attacking papal infallibility and Bishop Walsh 

wrote a learned essay in defense of the Church’s doctrine.  



 

 On May 22nd, 1881, Bishop Walsh laid the cornerstone of the new St. Peter’s 

Cathedral. The homilist was Archbishop Lynch of Toronto. In 1884 Bishop Walsh 

assisted at the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore. 

 

 Archbishop Lynch of Toronto died in May of 1888 and in July of 1889, Bishop 

Walsh was appointed his successor. His installation took place on August 13th, 1889. 

Bigotry in Toronto was still rampant. On the way from the station to St.Michael’s 

Cathedral, the procession of carriages was pelted with stones by a mob of Orangemen. 

One rock hit the Archbishop on the arm, but the injury was not serious. 

 

 The zeal of the new Archbishop was soon evident. In chronological order, here 

are a few of his achievements: 

 

 In 1891 he added St. John’s Chapel to St. Michael’s Cathedral. The blessing took 

place on June 7th, 1891. The new building served as a “winter chapel” for weekday 

Masses. 

 

 In the same year the Archbishop initiated repairs and improved decorations of the 

Cathedral. 

 

 St.Michael’s Hospital was opened in 1892.  

 

 In 1893 Archbishop Walsh founded St. John’s Industrial School. 

 

 The same year he merged the Catholic Weekly Review and the Irish Canadian 

into the new Catholic Register, with Fr. John Teefy,CSB., of St. Michael’s College, as 

editor. 

 

 On July 16th, 1894, he laid the cornerstone of the Hospice of Mount Carmel, 

Niagara Falls.  

 

 In 1894 also he founded the St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Children’s’ Aid Society. 

 

 On December 19th, 1896, he ordained James Dollard. It is interesting to note that 

Father Dollard, later Msgr.Dollard, was, like Archbishop Walsh, from Mooncoin, County 

Kilkenny, Ireland, and that they were related. It was because of this relationship that 

James Dollard applied for acceptance in the Archdiocese of Toronto. Msgr. Dollard, who 

died in 1946, was one of Canada’s finest poets. 

 

 One of Archbishop Walsh’s last acts before he died was the blessing of the new 

Mount Hope Cemetery. 

 

 In general, Archbishop Walsh curbed extreme nationalism, and fostered good 

relations within the predominately non-Catholic and even anti-Catholic community. In an 



1898 article in the Canadian Christian, an Anglican weekly, we read of Archbishop 

Walsh, “Being what you are, we wish you were ours.”  

  

 Archbishop Walsh was liberal in permitting mixed marriages. In the year he died, 

about one quarter of all marriages was with non-Catholics. This policy was drastically 

curtailed by his successor, Archbishop Denis O’Connor. 

 

 Archbishop Walsh died on July 30th, 1898. In the 1922 history of St. Paul’s 

parish, we read that he was buried under the sanctuary of St.Michael’s Cathedral. He was 

the last Irish born Archbishop of Toronto. Now almost forgotten, we surely owe him our 

respect, our thanks and our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Archbishop Dennis O’Connor 
 

Fifth Bishop and Third Archbishop of Toronto 

 
Early Years 

 
 Archbishop Dennis O’Connor, who followed Archbishop John Walsh, was born 

on a farm in Pickering Township, Ontario, on March 28, 1841. He was the only Toronto 

Archbishop to born in the present area of Toronto Archdiocese. He was the eldest of three 

children, though after his mother’s early death his father remarried and had ten children 

by his second wife. 

 

 As an infant, Dennis O’Connor was brought to St. Paul’s Church in Toronto for 

baptism, since there was no priest nearer his home. After attending a rural school he went 

as one of the first residents to St.Michael’s College in September 1852, which had just 

opened on Queen streets. He entered the Basilian Novitiate in 1859, was professed in 

1860, and in 1861 was sent to France, where he studied for two years before he was 

forced to return because of tuberculosis. He was ordained on December 8th, 1863, but 

immediately sent on sick leave. His stepmother in Pickering nursed him back to health. 

 

 Late in 1864 he returned to St. Michael’s College for light work, filling in for 

absent teachers, but in 1867 his health failed again and he spent most of that year on sick 

leave. In 1868 he was well enough to become the acting Superior of St. Michael’s 

College. 

 

 Assumption College at Sandwich had been closed for some time. Fr. O’Connor 

was sent there as its Superior and second founder in 1870. He nursed the College into 

flourishing health and taught there for twenty years. At the same time he acted as pastor 

at Sandwich and Amherstburg. In 1888 Pope Leo X111 conferred on him an honorary 

Divinity degree.  

 

A contemporary at Assumption College gave this description of Fr. O’Connor: "He was 

made of sterling stuff. He was physically handsome and mentally vigorous, kind of heart, 

severely strict in discipline towards himself and others. He was a born leader and a 

prudent administrator”. Another said: “His word was law and that law was obeyed or he 

knew the reason why. He lived frugally and worked industriously. He guided his life by 

three rules: prayer, work, and the instruction of the young”. 

 

Bishop of London 

 

 Widely respected, Fr. Dennis O’Connor was named Bishop of London, Ontario, 

on July 18th, 1890. He was consecrated in St. Peter’s Cathedral, London, on October 19th, 

1890, by Archbishop Walsh of Toronto, Bishop John Foley of Detroit, and Bishop 

Thomas Dowling of Hamilton.During the nine years he served there he established three 

new parishes and St. Joseph’s Hospital in London. He was not an innovator and believed 



his principal duty was to strengthen existing institutions and so build up the Church and 

family life. 

 

Archbishop of Toronto 

 
 On January 27th, 1899, Bishop O’Connor was appointed Archbishop of Toronto. 

He did not feel equal to the new responsibilities and petitioned the Holy See to remain in 

London, but this was refused. He was installed in St.Michael’s Cathedral on May 3rd, 

1899, in the presence of the Archbishop of Kingston, thee Bishops of Hamilton, 

Peterborough, Alexandria, Sherbrooke, St.Hyacinthe, Drtroit and Buffalo and about one 

hundred and fifty priests.  

 

 Archbishop O’Connor took sick shortly after his installation, but on his recovery 

began nine years of dedicated labor. He was a relentless disciplinarian, strict with himself 

as with others, and this led to many difficulties. 

 

In 1900, Archbishop O’Connor issued “Regulations to be Observed to Ensure Uniformity 

and Good Order”. These were thirty-five rules covering four areas: clerical discipline, 

liturgical uniformity, effective catechesis and adherence to Church Law by the laity in 

sacramental and social matters. 

 

Shortly after his installation, the Archbishop also implemented a program to 

educate and improve discipline in the clergy. There were to be biannual meetings, 

including examinations for all priests ordained less than five years. 

 

 When Pope Pius X issued his Motu Proprio of 1903 standardizing liturgical music 

and reinstating Gregorian Chant, the Archbishop tried to implement this reform in all 

parishes, but this order was not always obeyed. 

 

 Other disciplinary steps were unpopular in the extreme. The Archbishop 

disapproved of Church picnics, public processions, parish excursions, and entertainments, 

which he considered denigrating to the truth of the Faith. His disfavor of picnics was 

often ignored. He also banned new societies such as the Knights of Columbus. They were 

not allowed until the time of his successor. 

 

 It was Archbishop O’Connor’s opposition to mixed marriages which brought him 

the greatest opposition. He considered that only the gravest reasons merited a 

dispensation. In his tenure mixed marriages dropped from 15% of marriages to 2.45%.  

 

The policy of the Archbishop on mixed marriages, approved by some, was opposed by 

many. Father James Cruise, pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes parish, and Father Frederick 

Rohleder, rector of St.Michael’s Cathedral, and some others, incurred the wrath of the 

Archbishop by appealing directly to the Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop Sbaretti, for 

dispensations. The latter granted some without notifying Archbishop O’Connor. He 

complained to Rome and tried to resign in 1904 and again in 1905. The Holy See rejected 

these applications, assuring the Archbishop that his vigilance was appreciated. A third 



attempt in 1907 was finally accepted and on May 4th, 1908, he departed as Archbishop 

and was named Archbishop of Laodicea.  

 

Final Years 

 
 Archbishop O’Connor spent his final years in a monastic way of life at 

St.Michael’s Novitiate in Toronto .He read no newspapers and had few contacts with the 

outside world. To some he was a saint and a martyr. He was certainly humble and deeply 

spiritual, caught in a current of rapid spiritual change. As Professor Mark McGowan said 

in a paper on Archbishop O’Connor, “He was aware of hid shortcomings, warning Rome 

from the beginning that he was not the man for Toronto.In the end his own words testify 

to this: ‘I am sorry to state that all my anticipations concerning my position must have 

been fully realized’”. 

 

 Archbishop O’Connor outlived his successor, Archbishop McAvoy, and died on 

June 30th, 1911. He was buried in the Basilian plot, at Mt. Hope cemetery, Toronto. 

Sources 
 

1.  There are many references to Archbishop O’Connor in the Internet, including 

the websites for London and Toronto. 

 2. “The Story of St. Paul’s Parish, Toronto, 1822-1922” pp.212-213. 

3.  “The Catholic Restoration: Pope Pius X, Archbishop O’Connor and Popular 

Catholicism in Toronto, 1899-1908” by Mark G. McGowan, Canadian Catholic 

Historical Association, Historical Studies, 84(1987), pp.69-91. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Archbishop Leonard Wall 

 

1924-2002 
 

Archbishop Wall, former Archbishop of Winnipeg, died on Tuesday, March 5 at 

St. Augustine's Seminary in Toronto, after a long bout with cancer. He bore his sufferings 

bravely and cheerfully. Born in Windsor in 1924, he received his primary education there 

and his secondary education in Toronto, where the family lived in Blessed Sacrament 

parish. His seminary training was at St. Augustine's in Toronto and at Laval in Quebec 

City. He received a doctorate in theology from the Angelicum in Rome. 

 

In Toronto Archdiocese Archbishop Wall served as curate, secretary to Cardinal 

McGuigan, professor, Vice-rector of St. Augustine's Seminary, Chancellor and Vicar 

General. He was consecrated a bishop in 1979 and named Auxiliary bishop. In 1992 he 

was appointed Archbishop of Winnipeg. He remained there until his retirement in 2000 

and then returned to Toronto, where he resided at St. Augustine's Seminary. 

 

Bishop Wall was known and appreciated for his administrative ability, sharp wit, 

fine intellectual qualities and cheerful personality. When he left Toronto to go to 

Winnipeg, Cardinal Ambrozic said "All of us are profoundly grateful to Bishop Wall for 

the work he has done as a priest and bishop of this Archdiocese. His many years of 

leadership in both spiritual and temporal affairs have contributed to the vitality to our 

Church." 

 

It must be regretfully reported that the Archbishop, on several occasions, 

defended the infamous Winnipeg Statement of 1968, which warped the consciences of so 

many Canadian Catholics in the matter of contraception. In 1998, in a pastoral letter in 

his Archdiocesan Catholic News, he said that "Your bishops were not in September 1968 

and are not now in contradiction of Church teaching." That pastoral letter was ably 

criticized by Father Leonard Kennedy, C.S.B., in Catholic Insight for January/February 

1999, in an article entitled "Response to Archbishop Leonard Wall." 

 

The funeral Mass took place at St. Michael's Cathedral in Toronto, on March 7.  

Internment was in Winnipeg. We should surely pray for Archbishop Wall and all our  

Canadian Bishops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bishop Alexander Carter 

 

1909-2002 

 
The Church in Canada has lost one of its most notable bishops in the death of 

Bishop Alexander Carter. He was born in Montreal on April 16, 1909, ordained a priest 

in 1936, obtained a degree in Canon Law in Rome in 1939 and served his Archdiocese 

ably in many capacities. In 1956, he was named Coadjutor to Bishop Dignan of Sault Ste. 

Marie diocese and succeeded him in the following year. He was Bishop of Sault Ste. 

Marie until his retirement in 1985. In 1989 he was made an Officer of the Order of 

Canada. After a short illness, he died on February 17, 2002 and following a funeral Mass 

presided over by Bishop Plouffe, he was buried in the priests' plot at St. Mary's Cemetery 

in North Bay. 

 

These are the bare statistics of a life, which has, in one way or another, affected 

the life of every Canadian Catholic. Bishop Carter was a man of many remarkable talents. 

In the Grande Seminaire of Montreal in the 1930's he and his brother Emmett (the present 

Cardinal G. Emmett Carter) were known as the "whiz kids" because of their exceptional 

intellectual gifts. He was blessed with other talents and leadership qualities, as were 

many of the Carter family. As many could testify, he was a most gracious host. 

 

Bishop Carter attended all of the sessions of the second Vatican Council, 1962-

1965. He spoke only once, on Friday, Oct. 9, 1964, when the draft of the schema on the 

laity was being discussed. One reporter wrote: "Friday morning the Fathers excitedly 

discussed a virulent speech of Bishop Alexander Carter" (Henri Fesquet in The Drama of 

Vatican II, p.400). Bishop Carter said that the document on the laity was "conceived in 

sin, the sin of clericalism." The moderator, Cardinal Suenens, close friend of Cardinal 

Leger of Montreal, was of a similar opinion. Certainly Bishop Carter could not be 

accused of clericalism in his own Diocese. He favoured a much greater role of the laity in 

the Church. He promoted women's ministries, favoured the ordination of deaconesses and 

called for an optional married priesthood. 

 

Imbued with a deep sense of social justice, Bishop Carter championed many good 

causes. He supported Catholic education at all levels, help for the Church in Latin 

America and justice for the poor. 

 

Unfortunately, Bishop Carter is known especially for his role at the plenary 

meeting of the Canadian Bishops at Winnipeg in Sept., 1968. He was then President of 

the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (C.C.C.B.) and Chairman of the meeting. 

The principal purpose of this gathering was to issue a commentary on the encyclical 

Humanae Vitae of Pope Paul VI, which reaffirmed the Church's condemnation of 

contraception as an intrinsic evil, allowing no exceptions. Bishop Carter was vocal in his 

disappointment with the encyclical and joined others in a determined effort to subvert its 

pastoral application. The result was the infamous Winnipeg Statement of Friday, Sept. 27, 

1968 which stated in paragraph 26 that there were circumstances in which spouses could 



safely be assured that "whoever chooses that course which seems right to him [sic] does 

so in good conscience." So married couples were told they could assume God's 

prerogative of deciding what was good and what was evil. 

 

Bishop Carter defended his position on the grounds of pastoral necessity and 

declared, "It was something of an identity crisis. For the first time we faced the necessity 

of making a statement which many felt could not be a simple Amen, a total and formal 

endorsement of the doctrine of the encyclical" (America, Oct. 19, 1968, p.349). We have 

experienced the tragic results.  Thousands of Canadian Catholic couples cited the 

Winnipeg Statement as their justification for the practice of contraception. Canada, partly 

because of that Statement, slipped quickly into the Culture of Death through 

contraception, sterilization,  (often in Catholic Hospitals), abortion, and increased 

divorces and separations. By the mid-seventies, Canada was on a suicidal course and 

remains on that course today. 

 

Such is the legacy of Bishop Alexander Carter, a gifted and in many respects a 

great and good man. He did not clearly see that a bishop's ring is a symbol not only of his 

marriage to the Church, but to Her magisterium taught with the authority of Christ, as 

was the great charter of life and love called Humanae Vitae. We ought to pray for him 

and all our bishops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BIOGRAPHY OF MONSIGNOR VINCENT FOY 

Written by somebody else for Shepherd’s Trust 
 

The bank of file cabinets along one living room wall and the large, paper-strewn 

desk opposite tell the visitor that Monsignor Foy is active in retirement. 

 

  “I keep busy with my research and my writing,” he says. “For example I’ve had a 

number of articles published on causes I believe deeply in, especially the Pro-Life 

movement. I’m also a member of the Board of the Call to Holiness Canada movement.” 

 

  “In order of ordination, I am now third in the archdiocese,” he says. “I was 

ordained in 1939. The discipline in the Seminary then was strict. One could be expelled 

for having a newspaper in one’s room, for allowing another seminarian to enter one’s 

room, or for having an alcoholic beverage, even while on vacation. Discipline in recent 

years has gone to the other extreme. Perhaps that is one reason why vocations are down 

so drastically. We all need a sense of order and a willingness to deny ourselves.” 

 

Monsignor Foy was baptized at St. John’s Parish, in Scarborough. As a child he 

lived in Holy Name Parish, also in the east end. “Our pastor was a great role-model, ” he 

says “There were always thirty or forty altar boys, and we all had to be there for the 

11a.m. Mass on Sunday and then in the evening for Benediction. I was about ten when I 

knew that I wanted to be a priest. Nothing else even occurred to me.” 

 

“I entered St. Augustine's seminary in 1933 and was ordained in 1939.  I was to 

study Canon Law in Rome, but the start of World War II complicated things, and I ended 

up at Laval University in Quebec City. In those days there was no salary or allowance for 

student priests and so I spent three years in real poverty. I did receive thirty dollars per 

month for the summers spent working in the Chancery Office. In 1942 I was posted full-

time to the Chancery Office, and for some time I lived at Blessed Sacrament rectory 

before moving to the Cathedral.”  

 

Monsignor Foy spent nearly twenty-five years in marriage tribunal work. He said, 

“When the Toronto Provincial Tribunal was set up in 1948, I was its only full-time 

member. Later, I was joined by Father Fulton (now Bishop Fulton) and then Father 

Courtemanche. Fr. Clune, now Bishop Clune, was a part-time member. We were 

fortunate in having Margaret Cronin as our first full-time secretary. She could translate 

evidence into French and at that time all cases going to Rome had to be in French, Italian, 

Spanish or Latin.” 

 

In 1957 Monsignor was appointed the head of the Archdiocesan and Provincial 

marriage tribunals and named a Monsignor. He is the last of Monsignors in Toronto 

Archdiocese created by Pope Pius XII. 

 

The adage, “If you want something done, give it to a busy man.” comes to mind 

with his next words: “During this time, I was also Director of Catechetics for the 



Archdiocese. It was a part-time assignment but I had the duties of approving texts, setting 

annual examinations, marking the top papers from the whole Archdiocese, and 

organizing summer school and the annual Catechetical day in the Cathedral. All of this 

was on a budget of sixty dollars per month for postage. Any additional expenses were to 

be paid from the Tribunal budget.” 

 

In 1966 all this changed.  Monsignor Foy was assigned to St. John’s Parish as 

Pastor. “Imagine coming home as Pastor to the church where you were baptized!” he 

marvels. Pastorally, it was a difficult time. The quite revolutionary changes following 

Vatican II were not always welcomed, especially the liturgical changes. Seven and a half 

years later he was transferred to “one-man parishes” in Bradford and Phelpston for the 

remainder of his service as a pastor.  

 

Ill health forced an early retirement.  However, he continues pastoral visitations at 

Providence Villa and other long-term care facilities. His work in support of the Pro-Life 

movement has been described above, and continues unabated. He has won a number of 

awards in recognition for his Pro-Life writings. 

 

Three final questions prompt him to reflect a little further. When asked to describe 

a memorable experience during his priesthood, he thought quietly, and then said, 

“Always daily Mass remains my most memorable experience. That Rosary hanging there 

also brings back vivid memories. When I was living in Rome, it was blessed by Pope 

Paul VI. I was often on papal ceremonies as a Eucharistic minister. When he died I 

touched this Rosary to his hands just before the coffin was closed. It was then blessed by 

Pope John Paul I and again touched his hands after his death. It was also blessed by Pope 

John Paul II. I hope to be buried with it.”  

 

What about The Shepherds’ Trust? “Some of our priests are in need, and for them, 

The Shepherds’ Trust ensures that they are not neglected. I knew real poverty when I was 

studying at Laval; compared to that, what the Trust provides is a real bonus!”  

 

What does he hope to be remembered for? That one is easy. “For fidelity,” he 

says. “Fidelity to the Church and to the teachings of the Church… and trying to live that 

fidelity. We must stay with Peter. Living the truth means that we are living with Love and 

in Love. It's as simple as that.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Obituary of Gerald Emmett Cardinal Carter 

1912-2003 
 

On the west wall of the main corridor of St. Augustine’s Seminary in Toronto 

are paintings of the last five Toronto Archbishops. They are of various sizes, but the 

largest, not the best, is that of his Eminence Cardinal Carter. It is a kind of symbol of 

his dominance in the hierarchy of English-speaking Canada. 

 

The death of Cardinal Carter marks the end of a remarkable ecclesiastical career 

spanning most of the twentieth century and reaching into this present age. 

First, let us consider the principal statistics. He was born in Montreal on March 

1st,1912, the youngest child of Thomas Carter and Mary Agnes Kerr. Of the eight 

children of this union, seven grew to adulthood. The seventh child became the late 

Bishop Alexander Carter. 

Gerald Emmett served as an altar and choirboy in St.Patrick’s Church in 

Montreal. He entered the Grand Seminary in Montreal and was ordained to the 

priesthood on May 22nd, 1937. After brief pastoral work he was appointed Ecclesiastical 

Inspector of Montreal’s English-language schools. His career in Catholic Education was 

distinguished. He founded and served as president of St. Joseph Teachers’ College and 

was co-founder and Director of the St. Thomas More Institute for Adult Education. He 

represented the Archdiocese of Montreal on the Catholic School Commission of 

Quebec. Among other honors he was named a Canon of the Basilica of Our Lady of the 

World in Montreal on January 3rd, 1953. 

On December 1st,1961, Canon Carter was named Auxiliary Bishop of London, 

Ontario, and consecrated on February 2nd, 1962 in Montreal by Cardinal Leger. On the 

death of Bishop Cody of London, he was appointed to succeed him on February 

17th,1964. On April 29th, 1978, he was named Archbishop of Toronto, succeeding 

Archbishop Philip Pocock. His installation was on June 5th, 1978. Pope John Paul II, in 

his first consistory, June 30th, 1979, raised him to the College of Cardinals. He suffered 

a severe stroke on May 24th, 1981, which left his left side weakened, but did not affect 

his mental capacity. He resigned as Archbishop of Toronto on March 17th, 1990. 

There are other statistics of note and interest He had the highest marks in the 

history of the Grand Seminary; his marks were probably never equaled. He attended all 

sessions of Vatican Council II, 1962-1965. He took part in three Ordinary Synods of 

Bishops and was a member of the general secretariat. He was also a member of the 

Council of Cardinals for the study of Organizational and Economic Problems of the 

Holy See. There were numerous other appointments. In Canada he served terms as 

Vice-President and President of the Canadian Conference of Bishops 

As author, Cardinal Carter wrote: “The Catholic Public Schools of Quebec” 

(Toronto:W.J. Gage, 1957), the controversial “Psychology and the Cross” (Bruce 

Publishing, Milwaukee, 1959, “The Modern Challenge of Religious Education”, 

countless articles and some poems. A collection of some of his occasional writings, 



sermons and papers was published by the Catholic Register (undated) shortly after his 

stroke. 

There have been many tributes to Cardinal Carter’s academic excellence and 

service to the Church. Besides his Ph.D. in Education from the University of Montreal 

(1947) he was the recipient of twelve honorary doctorates. He was inducted into the 

Order of Canada in 1983. To honor him there is the Cardinal Carter Secondary School 

at Leamington, the Cardinal Carter Library, King’s College, the Cardinal Carter 

Academy of the Arts, Willowdale, the Cardinal Carter High School, Aurora, the 

Cardinal Carter Wing of St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, the Cardinal Carter Physical 

Sciences Complex at St. Francis Xavier University and the Cardinal Carter Scholarship 

Bursary at St. John’s University. 

Cardinal Carter possessed a remarkable combination of physical, mental and 

personality attributes. Endowed with superior intellectual powers and a quick wit, few 

could challenge him in debate. His friend ex-Premier William Davis said of him: “He 

has one of the finest minds I have ever been exposed to.” Perhaps because of his keen 

and active mind Cardinal Carter was not always consistent in his views. His secretary in 

London once said that he reviewed his talks carefully, because sometimes he 

contradicted one week what he had said the week before. 

In temperament Cardinal Carter could be both gracious and severe. He could be 

ruthless when he thought that was in order. Bishop William Power said of him: “Every 

now and then in the Church there has to be Gerald Emmett Carters who can slit 

somebody’s throat and go to bed and sleep like it doesn’t bother them”. Sociable and 

athletic, he played excellent tennis and golf for most of his life. He loved fishing, 

swimming, and the out-of-doors. He repaired frequently for recreation to his cottage on 

Lake Simcoe. Far from superstitious, he said he had a favorite number: 8. He was the 

eighth child of his parents. He was the eighth Bishop of London and the eighth 

Archbishop of Toronto. When he was named Archbishop of Toronto, he had eight years 

to go to the retirement age of seventy-five. 

Throughout his life Cardinal Carter cultivated the friendship of those in power 

and in high places. His first mentor was Cardinal Leger. Through gifts and other 

gestures of  liberality he became a close friend of Cardinal Baggio when the latter was 

Apostolic Delegate to Canada. Later Cardinal Baggio became perhaps the most 

powerful prelate in the Roman Curia as Secretary of the Sacred Congregation for 

Bishops. Another close friend was Cardinal Wright, Prefect of the Congregation for the 

Clergy. Others were the liberal Cardinal Dearden of Detroit, Archbishop Pocock of 

Toronto, and Archbishop Plourde of Ottawa. 

Fiercely independent, Cardinal Carter had a high notion of the authority of the 

Bishop. Just before the election of Pope John Paul II, Bishop Carter said: “There is no 

reason for the Pope to be interfering in the affairs of each Diocese. All he is going to do 

is mess it up.”(Toronto Star, August 28th, 1978). When he was eighty, he said: “There is 

the Church’s right-wing, writing to Rome and complaining about their bishop when 

they disagree with him…Such action is not only totally unacceptable, its anti-Catholic. 

And, as far as I am concerned, Rome has not paid too much attention to them”. On the 

other hand, he spoke more than once on the right hierarchical structure in the Church. 

Speaking to the Knights of Malta in October of 1973, he reminded them that authority 

in the Church does not rest with theologians, or clergy or laity or the media but with the  



successors of the Apostles. He said: “Keep your eyes on the bishops of the Church, and, 

if there is any doubt, then look to Peter for guidance”. 

It is not possible here to comment here on all facets of Cardinal Carter’s career. 

He took significant stands on social issues, on the priesthood, on the liturgy, on the role 

of women in the Church, and on other matters. What is most important is his major 

influence in two areas: life issues and Catholic education. 

 

Life Issues                                                         

Humanae Vitae       

        
Long before the encyclical “Humanae Vitae” was issued on July 25th, 1968, 

Bishop Carter was convinced that the Church would change her teaching on 

contraception. In this he was probably influenced by Cardinal Leger, Cardinal Suenens, 

and theologians like Hans Kung and Bernard Haring. 

On February 7th, 1967, he issued Confessional Directives for the priests of 

London Diocese. He wrote: “Because of the doubt in the practical order, no priest can 

refuse absolution to persons using the pill, unless their motive is clearly sinful. If 

doctors can be confused about the scientific aspects of the pill, then priests should be 

confused about the morality of the use of the pill.” Pope Paul VI had reaffirmed the 

teaching of the Church against contraception in 1964 and 1966, calling it a time of study 

and not of doubt. 

Bishop Carter considered “Humanae Vitae” a “tragedy”, to use his own word. 

His reaction on first reading the encyclical was: “We felt that this was going to be a 

major problem”. 

In September of 1968 the Canadian bishops met at Winnipeg, primarily to 

formulate a response to “Humanae Vitae”. The bishops of the world had been asked by 

the Holy Father, through the Secretary of State, to stand firm on the doctrine of the 

encyclical and to “explain and justify the reason for it”. Bishop Carter did not accept 

this mandate. He wrote in a private letter: “The Holy Father had not asked for our 

opinion and it would have been impertinent of us to express our support since we had 

not been consulted”. Later, he said: “The tragedy of Humanae Vitae was not that the 

Pope spoke alone, but that, apparently, he thought he had to”. Actually, some time 

previous to the encyclical, pastoral bishops had been asked their opinion in a 

confidential questionnaire. The Pope had reserved the decision to himself on the new 

problems related to contraception, with the overwhelming support of the bishops at 

Vatican II.  

It was a spirit of dissent and rebellion which gave us the Winnipeg Statement of 

September 27, 1968. Bishop Carter stayed up most of the nights of September 25th, and 

September 26th, 1968, helping to formulate the more difficult paragraphs. So we have 

the pastoral disaster of paragraph 26. Referring to contraception, it said that there were 

circumstances in which the couple “may be safely assured that, whoever honestly 

chooses that course which seems right to him does so in good conscience”. Later, he 

would forbid his London priests from speaking on “Humanae Vitae”. 



Married in the Lord   
 

Additional evidence of Bishop Carter’s opposition to “Humanae Vitae” was his 
“Imprimatur” on a marriage preparation course called “Married in the Lord”. It was 
used extensively in London Diocese and other parts of Ontario and beyond. It 
endorsed the Winnipeg Statement. It allowed contracepting couples to receive Holy 
Communion. The confessional advice to be given couples who intended to marry and 
were having pre-marital sex was that they were to be encouraged to observe “periods 
of abstinence”. It affirmed that the teaching against contraception “could be revised 
if fresh data or new insights warranted such a move”. 

 

The Synod on the Family  
 

At the Synod of Bishops on the Family in Rome in 1980 we get a glimpse of 

Cardinal Carter’s malingering opposition to the encyclical “Humanae Vitae”. He 

criticized the organizers of the Synod for not inviting theologians “who do not accept 

the restriction on birth-control”. He asked whether the widespread practice of 

contraception among Catholics was not the Holy Spirit saying something to the Church. 

Upon his return from the Synod he gave a press conference, reported in the 

Toronto Globe and Mail for November 6th, 1980. The heading was: “Toronto Cardinal 

says Pope needs new speech writer”. It was a reference to the Pope’s speech at the end 

of the Synod in which he reaffirmed the teaching of the Church against 

contraception.We are told in the press report that the Cardinal not only criticized the 

Holy Father for his remarks on contraception but also for taking a hard line on divorced 

and re-married Catholics. 

From all his public statements it would seem that Cardinal Carter never wavered 

in his support of the Winnipeg Statement, or doubted its pastoral advice. Yet there is 

evidence that privately he had his misgivings. In a private letter dated June 15th, 1995, 

he wrote: “I am not prepared to defend paragraph 26 of the Winnipeg Statement totally. 

I think we might have found a more lucid way of expressing our ideas. In a sense, the 

phraseology was misleading and could give the impression that the bishops were saying 

that one was free to dissent at will from the Pope’s teaching”.  

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom  
 

On April 17th, 1981, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom became law. It 

gave no protection to the unborn. All pro-life groups opposed it. To the amazement and 

dismay of countless Catholics, it was announced in March of 1981 that Cardinal Carter 

was dropping his opposition to the bill which would enshrine the Charter in Canadian 

law. After a long session with the Prime Minister, Pierre Trudeau, Cardinal Carter said 

he accepted the Prime Minister’s assurance that the Charter would not lead to abortion 

on demand. He concluded: “I do not oppose its passage on moral or religious grounds”. 

A strong campaign against the Charter had been waged by the Toronto-based group 

called Campaign Life. On March 30th1981, Cardinal Carter requested through his Office 

of Communication that no information prepared and published by Campaign Life be 



circulated in Toronto Archdiocesan parishes either directly or indirectly through parish 

bulletin boards or bulletins. 

Catholic Education 
 

In Montreal, Canon Carter did much for Catholic education through writing, 

speaking, organization and leadership. This must not be forgotten. While in London he 

often expressed doubts about the “Come to the Father” catechetical program, often 

called the Canadian Catechism. He saw the lack of memorization and doctrinal 

omissions as serious deficiencies ( see “Facts and Fancy in Catechism”, Catholic 

Register, October 15th, 1977 ). In London he set up the Divine Word catechetical center. 

This was ultimately a failure. 

 

While Archbishop of Toronto, Cardinal Carter was instrumental in obtaining 

increased funding for Catholic High Schools. This was a mixed blessing. It could be 

argued that the benefits that accompanied the increased financial were far outweighed 

by negative results.  

On February 16th, 1985, Cardinal Carter addressed an assembly of Catholic High 

School officials and teachers at St. Michael’s College. The meeting was to celebrate the 

extension of public funding to Grades eleven and twelve, announced by Premier 

William Davis on June 11th, 1984. He said: 

“I do not see the inclusion of a certain number of non-Catholic teachers on our 

staff as being a fatal blow to our convictions or to our ability to transmit to the next 

generation and future generations the tenets of our faith and the principles of our 

morality — I say that we should welcome with open arms our brother teachers who may 

come into our system even if they do not share our faith”. The Church has always 

taught that teachers who are living their faith are even more important than that other 

key essential - a good catechetical text. Cardinal Carter granted a further concession: “ 

The same (welcome) applies under certain conditions to non-Catholic children who may 

properly seek education in our schools”. 

 

We have considered only a few aspects of Cardinal Carter’s influence on the 

Catholic Church in Canada in the twentieth century. Perhaps no Canadian Catholic 

bishop was better placed and better endowed with the natural talents needed to advance 

Catholicism in Canada. Probably every Catholic in Canada has been affected by his life.  

History will judge his influence, both positive and negative. 

After a lengthy illness, Cardinal Carter died on Sunday, April  6th, 2003, in the 

ninety-second year of his life. The funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Michael’s 

Cathedral on Thursday, April 10th, 2003.The principal Celebrant and homilist was 

Cardinal Aloysius Ambrozic. Present and representing the Holy Father was Cardinal 

Maida of Detroit; the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Luigi Ventura, Cardinal Turcotte 

of Montreal, about 30 bishops, and over 200 priests. Attending also were the Prime 

Minister of Canada, Jean Chretien and a host of other political and civic leaders.  

Entombment was at Holy Cross Cemetery, in the Bishops’ Mausoleum. 

Surely we should remember in our prayers this outstanding Canadian Cardinal 

and Archbishop. We may do so as the Church does in her oration for a deceased bishop: 



“God our Father, may your servant Gerald Emmett Carter, who was our bishop, 

rejoice in the fellowship of the successors of the Apostles whose office he shared in this 

life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cardinal Eduard Gagnon 

 

1918-2007 

 
“A faithful pastor who, with an evangelical spirit, consecrated his life in service to Christ 

and His Church” — Pope Benedict XV1. 

 
In the death of Cardinal Gagnon, Canada has lost one of its most illustrious churchmen. 

He was a holy, learned and courageous teacher and defender of Life and the Faith.  

 
The Basic Statistics 

 

Eduard Gagnon was born in the small Gaspe town of Port Daniel in 1918, the third of 

thirteen children.  His mother was part Irish, his father French Canadian, a carpenter.  

The family moved to Montreal in his childhood.  He went from alter boy to seminarian 

and was ordained a Sulpician priest in 1940.  He remained at the seminary a year longer 

to obtain his doctorate in theology. 

 
In 1941 he was sent to study Canon Law at Laval in Quebec City and in three years obtained 

his doctorate. On his return to Montreal he taught moral theology and canon law for ten years 

at the Grand Seminary. 

 

From 1954 to 1960 he was Seminary President at St. Boniface, Manitoba. In 1961 he was 

named rector of a major seminary in Colombia, South America. He was there for three years 

before returning to Canada, when he was elected Provincial of the Sulpicians for Canada, 

Japan and South America. 

 

During his time as Provincial he also acted as a peritus during the closing phase of Vatican 

Council II. 

 

He was ordained bishop of Saint Paul in Alberta on March 25th, 1969, and was there until his 

resignation in May of 1972.  

 

In 1972 he was named rector of the Canadian College in Rome. 

 

In January of 1973 he was appointed Vice President of the newly formed Committee of the 

Family and President the following year.  

In 1979 he resigned his position in Rome and for the next years travelled extensively in 

Canada, the U.S., Africa and South America promoting Family Life, and right catechesis. 

Everywhere he emphasised the need to uphold the encyclical “Humanae Vitae” and the 

Apostolic Exhortation “Familiaris Consortio”.  

 

He was recalled to Rome by Pope John II in 1983, and on May 25thof that year named titular 

Archbishop and Pro-President of the new Pontifical Council for the Family. 

 



In May of 1985 he was named Cardinal Deacon and President of the Council for the Family. 

He resigned that office in 1990. 

 

In 1991 he was appointed President of the Committee for International Eucharistic 

Congresses. He also worked on some canonisation causes. 

 

He was invested as an officer of the Order of Canada in 1993. In 1996 he was created a 

Cardinal priest. He returned to Canada upon his retirement in 2001 and resided at the 

Sulpician residence. When able he continued to lecture on Life issues, mostly in the U.S. 

 

He died in Montreal late on Saturday August 25th, 2007, or early on August 26. 

 

His funeral Mass was at Notre Dame Basilica in Montreal on Tuesday September 4th. 

Special Missions 

 
On a number of occasions Cardinal Gagnon represented the Holy See at international events. 

In 1973 he represented the Holy See at a meeting of Catholic Universities in Salamanca, 

Spain. In 1974 he headed the delegation of the Holy See at an International Conference on 

Population in Bucharest. There he spoke on the many evils following from contraception. 

 

He wrote numerous articles on Life issues, interviewed countless delegations, arranged many 

audiences with the Holy Father and carried on an immense correspondence. He wrote to 

Catherine Bolger of Toronto thanking her for her articles in the Messenger of the Sacred 

Heart upholding the Church’s teaching on Life and family.  In all his work his fluency in 

English, French, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese were a considerable help. 

 

Here I would like to single out three missions of importance to the Church. In each of these he 

acted as the delegate of the Holy Father.  

The Pontifical Lateran University 

 
In the late nineteen seventies, Pope Paul VI entrusted to Bishop Gagnon an investigation of 

the teaching at the Pontifical Lateran University. There had been a public scandal when the 

Roman newspaper Si Si NoNo reported that some professors at the Lateran were Modernists, 

teaching the errors of Hans Kung and others. This I knew to be true. When I was living at the 

Canadian College in 1977 a Canadian student priest came to me greatly disturbed when a 

teacher at the Lateran told him he could not get his doctorate unless his thesis took into 

account the teaching of Hans Kung.  

 

After numerous interviews at the Lateran and elsewhere, Bishop Gagnon presented a report 

with recommendations to Pope Paul VI. I do not know what happened to this report. 

 

The Roman Curia 

 

About 1977 the Pope asked Bishop Gagnon to conduct an investigation of the whole 

Roman Curia. There were widespread rumors of corruption and infiltration by enemies of 



the Church. These led to the often-repeated saying of the pope that the smoke of Satan 

had entered the Church. This was an immense task, which took many months of intense 

work and many interviews. 

 

Dr. Alice von Hildebrand, in an interview with Latin Mass magazine, reprinted in 

Christian Order this year, gives this account, based on a conversation of Bishop Gagnon 

with an Italian priest Don Luigi Villa of the diocese of Brescia. Bishop Gagnon “ 

compiled a long dossier, rich in worrisome details. He requested an audience with Pope 

Paul in order to deliver personally the manuscript to the Pontiff. This request for a 

meeting was denied. The Pope sent word that the document should be placed in the 

offices of the Congregation for the Clergy, specifically in a safe with a double lock. This 

was done, but by the very next day the safety box was broken and the manuscript 

mysteriously disappeared. This theft was reported even in L’Osservatore Romano 

(perhaps under pressure because it had been reported in the secular press). Cardinal 

Gagnon, of course, had a copy, and once again asked the Pope for a private audience. 

Once again his request was denied. He then decided to leave Rome and return to his 

homeland in Canada. Later he was called back to Rome by Pope John Paul II and made a 

cardinal.” 

 

The implication was that it was because of the refusal of Pope Paul VI to see him that 

Bishop Gagnon returned to Canada. Perhaps it was because of his poor health that the 

Holy Father did not want to face up to the problems in the Curia at that time. Bishop 

Gagnon told me that the Pope was under heavy medication and that explained why his 

speech was sometimes slurred. Actually it was because Pope John Paul II did not 

implement any of the recommendations of the report that Bishop Gagnon decided to 

leave Rome.  

 

Bishop Gagnon wrote me on June 10th, 1979, about ten months after the election of Pope 

John Paul II. He said, in part, “He (the Pope) must feel that if he started changing or 

contradicting the VIPs around him he would be engaged in a constant battle and would 

not be left enough time or strength  to preach and write-- –all you can do for the Church 

is to pray and fast. We should not judge him—but I am waiting for his settling down after 

Poland to tell him that I am sorry for him and cannot continue working in the present set-

up. I wish I were holier and could go and spend my life in a monastery, just praying. My 

situation will be of uneasiness. Without naming you I had communicated to the Pope’s 

personal secretary the new facts contained in your letter, so he knows how I feel on that 

too.” 

 

In a letter dated October 20, 1979, from Montreal, Bishop Gagnon informed me that he 

had returned from Rome. He said:   “ I am here since the 5th. It is probable I will not go 

back. I have brought along my belongings and unless the Holy Father calls me back and 

promises to take into account the important facts I have exposed, I’ll remain here for a 

good period of rest and spiritual retreat and then I’ll go back to teaching and preaching.” 

 

That is what he did as we have already seen. He was called back to Rome by the Holy 

Father in mid 1983. 



 

The Society of St. Pius X 

 

As a delegate of Pope John Paul II, in 1987 the now Cardinal Gagnon tried to end the rift 

between Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre and Rome. To this purpose he conducted 

interviews with the Archbishop and others and visited institutions belonging to the new 

Society. At first things seemed to be progressing favorably. Unfortunately, swayed by his 

advisors, the Archbishop refused the condition that he ordain only one bishop for the 

Society. So the mission ended in failure. Archbishop Lefebvre was excommunicated in 

1988 after consecrating four bishops without permission from the Holy See. 

 

Personal Memories 

 

Although we were two years apart at the Faculty of Canon Law at Laval University in 

Quebec City during World War II, Father Eduard Gagnon and I took many courses 

together and became good friends. That friendship was shown in much kindness to me 

over the years.  

 

Father Gagnon was one of four periti or experts present when the Canadian bishops met 

at Winnipeg in September of 1968 to discuss the encyclical Humanae Vitae. 

Unfortunately he could only remain about two days. Bishop Francis Allen, Auxillary 

Bishop of Toronto, told me that, although he considered the Winnipeg meeting a 

disgrace, a bright light near the beginning of the week was a talk by Fr.Gagnon asking for 

fidelity to the Church’s teaching. 

 

On several occasions I was a guest of Bishop Gagnon when he was Rector of the 

Canadian College in Rome. When I was on a mission to Rome in 1977-78, he gave me 

the ample quarters of the former Vice Rector. He referred me to many key churchmen 

pertinent to my mission. Once when I was called to the Vatican byArchbishop Caprio, the 

Substitute Secretary of State, to thank me for an article I wrote on the tenth anniversary 

of Humanae Vitae, Bishop Gagnon asked me to present to the Secretary reasons why a 

certain churchman should not be the Vatican’s representative at the United Nations. His 

appointment was imminent. I believe that it because of that interview that another bishop 

was named to the UN. 

 

After the Canadian College was closed in the summer of 1977, to be relocated in the Fall 

to smaller quarters, Bishop Gagnon arranged for me to be relocated in a suite in the Casa 

Internazionale del Clero, where most of the priests there worked at the Vatican. Many 

visiting bishops and priests stayed there during their visit to Rome. The “Casa” was an 

excellent listening post for events at the Vatican.  

 

 Bishop, later Cardinal, Gagnon and I corresponded over many years, mostly on Life 

issues. He was a great support to me in my failed efforts to have the Winnipeg Statement 

recalled. Here is an example from a letter dated October 13, 1988: “Thank you most 

cordially for your letter of Sept.13 and the transparent article on Humanae Vitae. It will 



help me for a meeting of bishops which the Holy Father has convoked for November on 

the actuality of the Encyclical.” 

 

Epilogue 

 

In my personal opinion, Cardinal Gagnon was perhaps Canada’s greatest churchman. I 

never met anyone so completely dedicated to the Church and Family issues. For many 

years he suffered from ill health, which he bore heroically, though he regretted that it 

sometimes impeded his work. He wrote to me from Pamplona, Spain on October 20th, 

1990: “I write this from this city where I have come for seven weeks therapy, for 

something they discovered during an operation I had here in September at the Opus Dei 

University Clinic. Pray that Our Lord help me to accept even deep suffering.” In the same 

letter, concerning another matter, he wrote: “Obedience to the Church remains the surest 

means of an efficacious apostolate”  

 

Cardinal Gagnon constantly spoke and wrote on the need to uphold Humanae Vitae. He 

wrote: “Humanae Vitae is one of the most important documents in the history of the 

Church. The opposition to Humanae Vitae came mostly from ‘theologians’ who 

advanced the pretext that it was difficult for couples to observe the rules of morality in 

the present circumstances. But it is no more difficult than it was. We were thirteen in my 

home. We were born in two or three small rooms.. Most of our families had more 

difficulties than anyone has now. Parents had more children and they were happy with 

the children they had.” 

 

Cardinal Gagnon looked upon the Winnipeg Statement of the Canadian bishops as a true 

tragedy. He considered those bishops who upheld it to be in schism. 

 

If some of Cardinal Gagnon’s missions apparently ended in failure they were failures 

only in the sense that martyrs are failures. Now it is up to more bishops, priests, religious 

and laity to hold up the torch to Truth about Life, which Cardinal Gagnon held up so 

bravely and for so long. 

 

On Tuesday September 4th, 2007, the mortal remains of Cardinal Gagnon were interred in 

the crypt of the Grand Seminary in Montreal. This is the Institution where his Mission 

began.. In the words of Pope Benedict: “ May the Lord receive him in peace and in the 

light of His kingdom.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Defending Faith and Life 

 

By Lisa Marie Contini 
 

 I owe my first encounters with Monsignor Vincent Foy to the combined efforts of 

the U.S. and Canadian postal services.    In those first few letters to me, Monsignor Foy 

revealed that he was approaching his ninth decade of life and he complained of poor 

health.  A couple of years later I finally met Monsignor Foy at the 2001 Call to Holiness 

Conference in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, where I was a speaker.  I did not find the frail, 

elderly man I had envisioned; rather, I was delighted to meet a dynamic, astute, energetic 

and dignified gentleman.  By then I had also come to know Monsignor Foy through some 

of his articles defending the Catholic Church’s prohibition of birth control and of 

classroom sex education.  I already stood among countless other faithful who recognized 

him as a steadfast, tireless defender of faith, marriage, family, and human life.   

 Born in 1915 in Scarborough(Toronto), Ontario, Monsignor Foy answered God’s 

first call to holiness by serving Mass and Benediction as a young boy.  By age ten he 

knew for certain that he wanted to become a priest.  He entered St. Augustine’s seminary 

in 1933 and was ordained in 1939.  He had hoped to study Canon Law in Rome, but(was 

prevented by World WarII). hardships inflicted by World War II caused him to forego his 

plans.  Instead, he studied at Laval University in Quebec City, living in poverty for three 

years.  Graduating with a doctorate in 1942, Monsignor Foy was assigned to the Toronto 

Regional Tribunal, where, after ten years,he was named the Director of Catechetics and 

Vice-Official of the Tribunal.  In 1957 he became the head of the Archdiocesan and 

Provincial Marriage Tribunals where he assisted countless married couples mend their 

crippled unions and continue together on the path for eternal life.  He simultaneously 

filled the office of Director of Catechetics for the Archdiocese.  In short, he was an 

extremely busy man. 

 In 1966, in the wake of Vatican II, Monsignor Foy became the pastor of St. John’s 

Parish in Scarborough,(Toronto) the same church where he was baptized!  It was in 1968 

during his tenure at this parish that Canadian bishops issued their infamous Winnipeg 

Statement, which incorrectly taught that married couples could use artificial 

contraception if so directed by conscience.  Just two months later, with the motivation 

and alacrity that has earned for Monsignor Foy the admiration and love of the faithful 

Catholics in and out of Canada, he released his rebuttal of the Winnipeg Statement in a 

document entitled A Commentary on the Canadian Bishops’ Statement on Humanae 

Vitae.   

 Since then, Monsignor Foy has continued to be an indomitable defender of 

Humanae Vitae, leaving a formidable ‘paper trail’ behind him.  As a writer myself, I can 

attest to the extremely high degree of organization and clarity in Monsignor Foy’s 

manuscripts.  With his untainted understanding of truth – or deceit – his writing delivers 

an unmistakable punch with no room for confusion or ambiguity.  Monsignor Foy’s 

writings illustrate that the contraceptive mentality gives birth to the Culture of Death: 

abortion, euthanasia, pornography, classroom sex education and homosexual ‘marriages’ 

all of which lead to the death of the family, of society, and of the church.   I am very 

certain that Monsignor Foy’s determination to teach the truth despite criticism has been 

for other fine priests a wellspring of courage to preach the truth to their flocks as well.     



 I am especially impressed with Monsignor Foy’s Fifty Reasons Why the Winnipeg 

Statement Should Be Recalled published in 2003 when he was 87 years old.  It is an 

absolutely brilliant piece of literature.  The “fifty reasons” -- theological, philosophical, 

and just plain common sense reasons – are all sound, solid arguments.  And only a true, 

clear-thinking scholar could think up so many.  His Fifty Reasons strike me as 

particularly pertinent here in the United States where many Catholic priests and lay 

people are also disobedient to Humanae Vitae.  I know that with minimal editing the 

piece could be reworked and retitled: “Fifty Reasons Why Humanae Vitae Dissenters are 

Wrong.”  A fitting reflection of his tireless service to the Church, the Fifty Reasons as 

well as other related works by Monsignor Foy were published in 2005 in a book entitled 

Birth Control – Is Canada out of Step With Rome?  (Available from Life Ethics 

Information Center; 104 Bond Street, Suite 300; Toronto, Ontario M5B 1X9; Canada; 

(416) 204-9601; www.lifethics.com).  

 In June 2004 I joined bishops, priests, and laity, who gathered to celebrate 

Monsignor Foy’s sixty-five years of priesthood.   One after another they testified to 

Monsignor Foy’s enormous contributions to Christ’s flock and to how he had impacted 

each of their lives in a special way.   Hearing such a barrage of well-deserved praise and 

thanks just made me wish all the more that I had known him longer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction to my friend Fr. Oliver Moloney's book 
 

 "The Path to God", the title of this little collection of sermons, is also the path 

lived by its author, Fr. Oliver Plunkett Moloney. 

 

 Fr. Oliver Moloney was born on August 7th, 1920.  He attended St. Michael's 

College and St. Augustine's Seminary in Toronto.  On May 31st, 1947, he was ordained a 

priest for the service of Toronto Archdiocese by Cardinal James McGuigan. 

 

 The pastoral experience of Father Moloney was extensive.  He served first as a 

pastoral curate or assistant and then for several years as the chaplain of St. Michael's 

Hospital in Toronto.  In the latter capacity he was highly respected by the doctors and 

staff, as I knew from Dr. J. K. Wilson, the noted heart specialist.  He served as parish 

priest at St. Thomas Aquinas parish in Toronto, St. Mary's at Victoria Harbour and St. 

Leo's in Brooklin.  After his mandatory retirement at the age of 75, he served Toronto 

Archdiocese in many ways, notably at St. Mary of the People parish in Oshawa and 

replacing pastors when his help was requested. 

 

 All who knew Fr. Moloney respected him as a holy priest, completely dedicated 

to pastoral care, remembered by many for his care of the sick and the needy. 

 

 Fr. Moloney was talented in many ways.  He was a master carpenter.  When he 

was at Victoria Harbour, he built two sailing vessels, which he gave to others.  He built 

the altar, prie-dieu and lectern, which I used in my private chapel after I retired.  He was 

an excellent gardener and cook.  He took joy in inviting fellow priests to the occasional 

dinner of well-prepared food and good conversation. 

 

Permit me to say a few words about my personal relationship with Fr. Moloney.  I am 

proud to say that for many years he was my closest friend and good confessor.  Our 

friendship blossomed in the mid-sixties when he was pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas 

parish in Toronto and I was pastor of St. John's parish in Toronto.  We had many of the 

same interests and concerns, especially in catechetics and life issues.  I recall his joy in 

phoning me in July of 1968 with the good news of the publication of the great encyclical 

Humanae Vitae.  We were both elated at the confirmation of the Church's constant 

teaching against contraception. 

 

Father Moloney and I spent many good times together including monthly days of prayer 

with other priests under the direction of Opus Dei Fathers.  Sometimes we visited the sick 

at La Salle Manor in Scarborough or Providence Villa.  We often enjoyed Sunday 

evening dinners together, sometimes with other priests. 

 

 The week before he died, on his way back after visiting his dear sister, Sister St. 

Henry, at the Sisters of Our Lady Immaculate at Cambridge, we had our last lunch 

together.  Early the following week, he was stricken by a deadly form of pneumonia.  

After receiving the last sacraments while fully conscious, he died on July 20, 2005. 

 



This little book, "The Path to God", contains ten short homilies given by Fr. Moloney at 

St. Mary of the People Church in Oshawa, where he often helped Fr. Paul Cassulo, the 

pastor.  They are gems of spiritual wisdom, as I am sure all readers will agree.  Sister St. 

Henry tells me she had difficulty in deciding which sermons to include in this limited 

collection.  I pray this booklet will have the wide circulation it deserves.  It will surely 

help all who read it in their way to God.  So Fr. Moloney continues his good pastoral 

care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Father Roy McGinn 

 

70 Years a Priest 

 

Homily of Msgr. Foy, Sunday October 5, 2008 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 Today we are celebrating the Priesthood and the seventy years of Priesthood of 

Father Roy McGinn. 

 

 The Priesthood is a vast subject.  Thousands of books have been written about it.  

Thousands of sermons have been preached about it.  It is concisely treated in the Decree 

on the Life and Ministry of the Priest of Vatican II called Presbyterorum Ordinis of 

December 7, 1965. 

 

It treats of: the Nature of the Priesthood, the Function of Priests as Ministers of 

God’s Word, as Ministers of the Sacraments and the Eucharist, of their Brotherly Bond 

and Co-operation among Priests, of the Relation of Priests with lay People, of the Priests 

Call to Holiness, especially Humility and Obedience, and much more. 

 

 We see how vast and deep is the subject of the Priesthood. 

 

 Now we take only a glancing look at the Priesthood.  Even that brief glance shows 

us how great and essential is the Priesthood in God’s plan of salvation. 

 

The Chalice of Joy and Consolation 

 

A common symbol of the Priesthood is the Chalice – the Chalice and the 

Priesthood are intimately intertwined. 

 

First, the Chalice of Joy and Consolation.  Every priest drinks deeply of this 

chalice. 

 

 There is the joy of one’s vocation.  It is the realisation of a dream, often going 

back to childhood.  There is the joy of caring for the sick and the dying, of bringing back 

to God prodigal sons and daughters, and of the fellowship of other priests and friends. 

 

 On the Sunday after my ordination in 1939, I visited the Lithuanian Church in 

Toronto at the pastor’s request.  Fasting even from water from midnight, I sung the 11am 

High Mass, preached the homily, gave Holy Communion to the First Holy Communion 

class, enrolled them in the Scapular and gave Benediction.  On the streetcar, coming 

home, still fasting, I was asked by a passenger: “Don’t you find it a hard task working for 

the Lord these days?” “Not really,” I replied.  In fact, I was filled with joy at my priestly 

experience.  All through the priesthood, one drinks of the chalice of joy and consolation. 



 

The Chalice of Sorrow and Suffering 

 

There is also the chalice of sorrow and suffering. 

 

I think every priest has his own little Garden of Gethsemane, when he says, as did 

Christ “Father, if it be possible, let this Chalice pass from me.”  Some suffering is 

common to all, like sickness and infirmity and the weakness of age.  Some is more 

specific to the priesthood, like difficult appointments, difficulties with some priestly 

duties, or difficult parishioners and demands. 

 

In all of these sufferings in his little Gethsemane, the priest is called to say “Thy 

Will be done.”  He knows that he must follow Christ to Calvary and he knows that every 

lesson worth learning can be learned at the foot of the cross. 

 

The Chalice of salvation 

 

Besides the chalice of joy and the chalice of suffering and sorrow, the priest offers 

up the Chalice of Salvation. 

 

 The evening before He died, Christ changed bread and wine into His Body an 

Blood and said to the Apostles “Do this in memory of me.”  Three days later, on the night 

of His resurrection, He said to the Apostles “Whose sins you shall forgive they are 

forgiven them, whose sins you shall retain they are retained.” 

 

 So the priesthood makes Christ present with all His salvific power throughout the 

world and every day.  At his recent Mass in Paris, Pope Benedict XVI said, “Raise the 

Cup of Salvation!”  The context of this talk was his plea for more vocations to the 

priesthood. 

 

 The power to consecrate the Body of Christ and the power to forgive sins are the 

greatest powers ever bestowed upon man. 

 

 St. Thomas Aquinas tells us that, because of his great dignity, the priest has a 

special obligation to be holy, even beyond that required for the religious state. 

 

But always, in offering up the Chalice of Salvation, the priest remembers that he 

is a priest, not primarily for himself, but for others, to lead others to God and Eternal 

Life. 

 

The Priesthood of Fr. Roy McGinn 

 

 Today we celebrate the seventy years of priesthood of our companion Fr. Roy 

McGinn.  In those seventy years, he drank deeply of the chalice of joy and suffering and 



salvation.  He was born on the Feast of Saints Cornelius and Cyprian, September 16, 

1915, in St. Monica’s parish, Toronto.   

 

He spent his High School years in Our Lady of Lourdes parish, when the pastor 

was the great priest-poet Msgr. Dollard.  He was never much at athletics because of poor 

sight but he was remembered for his brightness and cheerfulness. 

 

 In September of 1927, he entered De La Salle High School, Bond St., Toronto.  If 

you look at the High School magazine, the Delescope for the years of 1927-1931, you 

will see that he was at the top or near the top of the class. 

 

 From Bond St. De La Salle he went to De La Salle Moore Park and graduated in 

1931. 

 

In the fall of 1931, he joyfully entered St. Augustine’s Seminary, under 

Archbishop Neil McNeil.  There were then over one hundred and ninety seminarians.  

Every room was occupied.  When he completed his six years of philosophy and theology 

he was only 22.  The age for ordination was 24.  He was assigned to live at St. Michael’s 

Cathedral rectory where he helped in the chancery office as notary in marriage cases.  His 

great day of ordination came on the Feast of St. Joseph, March 15th, 1938, when he was 

ordained a priest at St. Augustine’s Seminary, by Archbishop James Charles McGuigan. 

 

Here are some of his appointments: St. Michael’s Cathedral, Blessed Sacrament 

parish, Toronto, St. Lawrence Church, Scarborough, St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 

Toronto, and the Church of the Forty Martyrs of Japan at Bradford. 

 

 His appointment to Bradford is typical of his priestly zeal and joy and dedication, 

though he was constantly afraid of going blind.  At Bradford in the forties and fifties of 

the last century he built a new church and rectory.  He also built a Catholic school and 

brought to Bradford a congregation of Sisters to teach there.  To them, he gave the old 

rectory, a fine large house with a little tower. 

 

In the parish, over twenty languages were spoken and at Christmas and Easter, Fr. 

McGinn arranged for about seven priests to hear confessions, each speaking at least two 

languages. The rectory was always an open house to his fellow priests.  One could always 

be sure of a cheery welcome. 

 

In his later years, he was pastor of St. Patrick’s Church, the Gore.  It was a centre 

for neighbouring priests who often met there Friday evenings.  I was among those who 

often gathered there for a social visit. 

  

 Finally, suffering from the ravages of age, he retired to St. Joseph’s Manor on 

Leslie St., Toronto, where I often visited him.  Then to Providence Villa and then to the 

good care of La Salle Manor about thirteen years ago, where, bearing the cross of near 

total paralysis, he awaits God’s Call. 

 



 We celebrate today the priesthood of a truly dedicated priest.  He drank deeply of 

the Chalice of the priesthood.  His monument is the countless souls whom he helped on 

their way to God. 

 

May we benefit from his example and rejoice in his service to God and Church and souls. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Father Roy McGinn 

 

Funeral Homily at La Salle Manor Friday January 9, 2009 

 
Your Excellency and dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 It was just on Sunday, Oct 5th of last year that we celebrated the priesthood and 

the seventy years of priesthood of Father Roy McGinn. 

 

Now we more fittingly reflect on the priesthood and death, with special reference 

to Father McGinn, who died on the Feast of Blessed Brother Andre of Montreal, January 

6th.  This was a most fitting day.  Father McGinn, like Brother Andre, had great devotion 

to St. Joseph and was ordained on the Feast of St. Joseph. 

 

His dear cousin Bernice, with us today, told me that she prayed he would go on 

that day. 

The Priest and Death 

 
The priest is no stranger to death.  If he did not witness death first-hand before his 

ordination, he certainly witnessed it soon after.  He sees death in its myriad ways – the 

death of the very young and the very old; death by slow disease and its sudden visitation; 

death by natural causes and tragic accident; peaceful death and painful death; death of the 

poor and death of the rich; of those prepared and those not prepared; of those near and 

dear and total strangers; death accompanied by many tears and death without a single 

tear.  All obey the call of the Angel of Death. 

 

Every time a priest witnesses death or celebrates a funeral or stands praying by a 

graveside he is reminded that before very long he also will be called to face God in 

judgement.  He knows, as do us all, that on that awesome day nothing, nothing matters 

except how we stand in the order of grace. 

The Companions of Death 

 
 No one who has reached the age of reason goes before God alone.  He carries 

with him all his words and works, his faults and sins, his failings and virtues.  For these 

he must give an account to a merciful but just judge. 

 

The priest is singularly blessed in the advocates of mercy he takes to judgement.  

There are the many he has baptised and brought to grace. There are thousands who heard 

from him, speaking in Christ’s place and with His power “I absolve you from your sins.”  

St. Thomas Aquinas tells us that the absolution of a sinner is a greater miracle than the 

creation of the world.  There are the many facing death that he has anointed with the 

saving oil of chrism.  There are those whose marriages he witnessed with the blessing of 

the church.  There are his instructions, his counsellings, his acts of charity, and his visits 



to the sick.  Above all there is the supreme act of the sacrifice of our salvation made 

present through the Mass.  What sublime companions to take to judgement! 

 

Still we must not think that the priest does not need our prayers.  Like all the 

children of Adam and Eve, save our Blessed Mother, he has his sins for which he must 

make amends.  We ought to remember often the priests who have been the instruments of 

so much good in our spiritual lives. 

 
The Priesthood of Fr. Roy McGinn 

 

 Today we celebrate the nearly seventy-one years of priesthood of Father Roy 

McGinn. 

  
He was born on the Feast of Saints Cornelius and Cyprian September 16, 1915 in 

St. Helen’s parish, Toronto.  He spent his High School years in Our Lady of Lourdes 

parish, when the pastor was the great priest-poet Msgr. Dollard.  He was never much at 

athletics because of poor sight but he was remembered for his brightness and 

cheerfulness. 

 

 In September of 1927, he entered De La Salle High School, Bond St., Toronto.  If 

you look at the High School magazine, the Delescope for the years of 1927-1931, you 

will see that he was at the top or near the top of his class. 

 

 From Bond St. De La Salle he went to De La Salle Moore Park and graduated in 

1931. 

 

In the fall of 1931, he joyfully entered St. Augustine’s Seminary, under 

Archbishop Neil McNeil.  There were then over one hundred and ninety seminarians.  

Every room was occupied.  When he completed his six years of philosophy and theology 

he was only 22.  The age for ordination was 24.  He was assigned to live at St. Michael’s 

Cathedral rectory where he helped in the chancery office as notary in marriage cases.  His 

great day of ordination came on the Feast of St. Joseph, March 19th, 1938, when he was 

ordained a priest at St. Augustine’s Seminary, by Archbishop James Charles McGuigan. 

 

Here are some of his appointments: St. Michael’s Cathedral, Blessed Sacrament 

parish, Toronto, St. Lawrence Church, Scarborough, St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 

Toronto, the Church of the Forty Martyrs of Japan at Bradford and St. Paul’s parish, 

Alliston. 

 

 His appointment to Bradford is typical of his priestly zeal and joy and dedication, 

though he was constantly afraid of going blind.  At Bradford in the forties and fifties of 

the last century he built a new church and rectory.  He also built a Catholic school and 

brought to Bradford a congregation of Sisters to teach there.  To them, he gave the old 

rectory, a fine large house with a little tower. 

 



In the parish, over twenty languages were spoken and at Christmas and Easter, Fr. 

McGinn arranged for about seven priests to hear confessions, each speaking at least two 

languages. The rectory was always an open house to his fellow priests.  One could always 

be sure of a cheery welcome. 

 

In his later years, he was pastor of St. Patrick’s Church, the Gore.  It was a centre 

for neighbouring priests who often met there Friday evenings.  I was among those who 

often gathered there for a social visit. 

  

 Finally, suffering from the ravages of age, he retired to St. Joseph’s Manor on Leslie St., 

Toronto,  Then he went to Providence Villa and after that to La Salle Manor about fourteen 

years ago.  Here, bearing the cross of near total paralysis for some years, he awaited God’s 

call, which came last Tuesday.  A deep debt of gratitude is owed to the Brothers, nurses 

and caregivers of La Salle Manor who gave him true dedicated care.  One caregiver told 

me Fr. McGinn was her favourite patient. 

 

Thanks also to Jack and Bernice Theurer, who helped him over many years, and Deacon 

Sal Badali who assisted him in many ways.  Thanks also for the help of Marisa 

Rogucki, Director of Archdiocesan care for retired priests. 

 

Soon Fr. McGinn’s mortal remains will join those of classmates and priest-friends at 

Mary Queen of the Clergy cemetery at St. Augustine’s Seminary.  His grave will 

be marked with a little stone giving his name, date of ordination and date of death.  

His true monument is the countless souls whom he helped on their way to God. 

 

May we benefit from his example and rejoice in his service to God and Church and souls. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozic 

1930 – 2011 
 

In the death of Cardinal Ambrozic, Canada has lost one of its most notable churchmen. 

His biography is a remarkable one, a journey from Slovenia to an Austrian refugee camp 

and to Canada where he became Cardinal Ambrozic, Archbishop of Toronto. He was the 

ninth Archbishop of Toronto and the fourth Cardinal of English-speaking Canada. He 

was preceded by Cardinals McGuigan, Flahiff, and Carter. 

Early Years 

Aloysius Ambrozic was born in Gaberje, Slovenia, January 27th, 1930, the second of the 

seven children of Aloysius Ambrozic and his wife, Helen Pecar. He attended elementary 

school in Dobrova and high school in Ljubjana. In May of 1945, the entire family fled to 

Austria, where they lived in the displaced persons camps of Vetrin, Peggez and Spittal an 

der Drau. In these camps, he completed his high school education. 

In September of 1948, the Ambrozic family emigrated to Canada and settled near 

Toronto. Soon after, Aloysuis entered St. Augustine’s Seminary to study philosophy and 

theology. When he entered the Seminary in September he knew only a few words of 

English. By Christmas he had become fluent in his new tongue. He soon topped his class 

in every subject. The staff recognized him as a genius. He excelled even in recreation. 

Many seminarians spent their free time climbing Scarborough Bluffs at the south of St. 

Augustine's Seminary property. A contemporary says of Aloysius Ambrozic: “He was the 

greatest cliff climber ‘ever’; he was able to reach the peak of the highest cliffs.” Because 

he excelled in all subjects, the teachers at St. Augustine’s already foresaw him as a 

Seminary professor. 

Priesthood 

On June 4, 1955 Aloysius Ambrozic was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of Toronto 

by His Eminence James C. Cardinal McGuigan. The first year of his priesthood he served 

as curate at St. Teresa’s parish in Port Colborne, Ontario. He then taught Latin for a year 

at St. Augustine’s Seminary. In the years of 1957-1960, he took post-graduate studies in 

Rome, where he received a Licentiate in Theology at the Angelicum and a Licentiate in 

Sacred Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical Institute. 

Returning to Toronto, he taught Scripture at St. Augustine’s Seminary from 1960-67. In 

1967, he began further studies in Germany and obtained a Doctorate in Theology from 

the University of Wurzburg in 1970. 

From 1970-76, he was professor of New Testament Exegesis at the Toronto School of 

Theology and was Dean of Studies at St. Augustine’s Seminary from 1971-76. From 

1971-75 he was a member of the Archdiocesan Senate of Priests. 

Bishop 

He was ordained Auxiliary Bishop of Toronto on May 27, 1976, under Archbishop Philip 

Pocock. His responsibilities with the Archdiocese included pastoral care of the Central 

Region and of the ethnic communities. During the school year of 1984-85, he made a 

pastoral visitation to all forty-three of the Catholic high schools of the Archdiocese to 



strengthen and support religious education programs. He was a member of the Christian 

Education Commission of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. He was active 

in the revision of the Canadian Catechism. He was elected one of the four Bishops to 

represent Canada at the 1990 Synod on the Formation of Priests. 

Archbishop and Cardinal 

On May 22, 1986, he became coadjutor Archbishop of Toronto under Cardinal Carter and 

ascended to the position of Archbishop of Toronto on March 17, 1990. 

He was named a member of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and 

Itinerants in 1990, the Congregation for the Clergy in 1991, and the Pontifical Council for 

Culture in 1993. 

In 1998, he was created a Cardinal by Pope John Paul II and assigned the Titular Church 

of Santi Marcellino e Pietro. Following his creation as Cardinal, his first words at St. 

Michael’s Cathedral were “I have been introduced as Prince of the Church, yet I only 

wish to be shepherd and servant of all.” 

In 1999, he was appointed a member of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the 

Discipline of the Sacraments. In 2002, he hosted World Youth Day, the greatest gathering 

of young people in the history of the Church. He was one of the cardinal electors who 

participated in the 2005 papal conclave that elected Pope Benedict XVI. 

Retirement and Death 

For reasons of age Cardinal Ambrozic retired on December 16, 2006. He stayed on as 

Toronto’s Archbishop beyond the usual mandatory age of 75. The Holy Father had asked 

him to remain in office until his successor could be appointed. Archbishop Thomas 

Collins succeeded him as Archbishop of Toronto on January 30, 2007. 

Upon his retirement the Cardinal issued a Statement in which he said in part: 

“I wished to say a few words about the announcement that has come from the 

Holy Father accepting my resignation and appointing Archbishop Thomas Collins 

as the new Archbishop of Toronto. 

I have been privileged and truly blessed to have served as a bishop for 30 years 

and as Archbishop of Toronto for 16 years. In this time, I have come across many 

wonderful and faithful Catholics who have given of themselves for the love of the 

Church. I have always been grateful to serve in an Archdiocese so rich in 

diversity – it is one of our greatest gifts and as someone who came to this country 

from overseas, I have grown to appreciate the uniqueness of each parish, each 

community, each ethnic group.” 

After a period in which the Cardinal was able to enjoy his retirement in prayer, study, 

reading, visiting friends and regular walks, he came down with a particularly vicious 

illness called Progressive Supernuclear Palsy (paralysis). It is a rare disease that gradually 

destroys the nerve cells in the parts of the brain that control eye movements, breathing 

and muscle co-ordination. The loss of nerve cells causes palsy or paralysis that slowly 

gets worse as the disease progresses. The palsy affects ability to move the eyes, relax the 

muscles and control balance. There is no known cure. 



 

When Cardinal Ambrozic could no longer be cared for in his home he was admitted to 

the Cardinal Ambrozic Houses of Providence in the Providence Health Care Centre on 

November 23, 2009. He was looked after night and day by male nurses. Although most 

days he assisted at Mass in a wheel chair, he was unable to concelebrate. A quiet 

celebration was held on his 80th birthday in the presence of relatives and priests of the 

Houses of Providence. Although he was present, the Cardinal was unable to participate. 

After years of intense suffering, Cardinal Ambrozic died at about 9am in the Scarborough 

General Hospital on Friday, August 26, 2011. He was 81 years old and had been a priest 

for 56 years. 

The Funeral of Cardinal Ambrozic 

The funeral Mass for Cardinal Ambrozic took place on Wednesday, August 30, 2011 at 

10:30am at St. Michael’s Cathedral. There was an overflow crowd of bishops, priests and 

laity. Present was Archbishop Anton Stres, president of the Slovenian Bishops 

Conference. A message of condolence sent by Pope Benedict XVI was read. The 

principal celebrant and homilist, Archbishop Thomas Collins said that Cardinal 

Ambrozic could best be remembered for “A life of daily fidelity to his mission.” 

Interment was at Holy Cross Cemetery, where Archbishop Pocock and Cardinal Carter 

are also interred. 

General Assessment 

Although he was an intellectual giant, Cardinal Ambrozic shunned publicity. He sold the 

mansion in Rosedale where Archbishop Pocock and Cardinal Carter entertained guests, 

and bought a small house near the Chancery Office where he could enjoy peace and 

quiet. 

He had a deep empathy for the difficulties endured by refugees and immigrants and 

served one a number of committees to help them. He was faithful to the Church’s 

Magisterium in opposing the teaching of sex-education in Catholic schools, same-sex 

marriage, the ordination of women, and abortion. A retired Catholic schoolteacher, K. 

McGilly said he secretly gave bursaries to students out of his own pocket. He made sure 

they never found out the source. 

Besides his knowledge of Hebrew, Latin, and Greek, His Eminence was fluent in 

Slovenian, German, Italian and English. 

Writings 

As Father Ambrozic, he published “The Hidden Kingdom”, a Redaction - Critical Study 

of the References to the Kingdom of God in Mark’s Gospel (Washington, 1972). In 1974, 

he wrote “Remarks on the Canadian Catechism.” He has written many articles of a 

professional and popular nature. His articles were published regularly in the Catholic 

Register. 

Memorials 

 



Cardinal Ambrozic is remembered by the Cardinal Ambrozic Catholic Secondary School, 

established in 2009 in Brampton, Ontario. In 2000, the cornerstone was laid of the 

Cardinal Ambrozic Houses of Providence in Scarborough. It is part of the Providence 

Health Care Centre in Scarborough. Here a number of retired priests are given excellent 

care. A life-size painting of Cardinal Ambrozic was presented to the Houses of 

Providence in 2001 and is in the main sitting room. 

A Legacy 

The memorial card printed after the death of Cardinal Ambrozic gives us his 

philosophical, theological and spiritual legacy: 

 

“It is Jesus to Whom we look. 

It is Jesus Whom we imitate 

It is Jesus Whom we follow. 

It is Jesus Who is with us so we can be with Him. 

Yes, we work with others. 

Yes, we learn from others. 

But in Jesus we find our ultimate identity and purpose. He is the Alpha and the Omega 

for each one of us and for every human being. – Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozic” 

 

May he rest in peace! 

 

 

 

 


